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r Called to Serwice! 


Don’t leave your religion at home. 
Take along a few practical aids 
for private and public devotions. 


DURABLE, USABLE 


ARMY AND NAVY 

SERVICE BOOK* 
IN FLEXIBLE BLUE OR KHAKI 
MOISTURE-PROOF BINDING 


A special feature of this handy little book is a HYMNAL, 
containing 84 hymns with music. Other 
features are as follows: 


Order of Service 

The Holy Communion 

Form of Morning Prayer 

Form of Evening Prayer 

Table of Epistles and Gospels 

Prayers for Public and Private Use 

Order for Burial 

Selections of Psalms and Scripture Passages 
Readings for Private Devotions, etc. 


334 x 534 inches 
Single copy, 20 cents; 
$ 2.00 a dozen, delivery. extra; 


$15.00 a hundred, delivery extra 
* Revised Edition 


NEW TESTAMENTS 
TO SUPPLEMENT THE SERVICE BOOK 


Just right for pocket, pack or sea bag, a sturdy New 
Testament with Psalms, bound in enduring khaki drill. 
Contains 8 pages of helps, transparent container for pic- 
tures, etc. Easy reading type. 234x 4% inches. In two 
styles: 


No. 50-US—Lapping Covers, 50 cents 
No. 100-US—Zipper Closure - $1.00 
An American Flag may be embossed in gold on the 


cover of the following Testament, if you desire. Amber- 
stained edges, round corners. Talon Zipper. Brown. 


No. 2126-P—Genuine Leather with Psalms - $1.50 
No. 2108—Imitation Leather without Psalms, $1.00 
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The message of this season is that there is mote reality in 
things spiritual than there can ever be in things material. 


Zs HE radio has just been turned off. 
For two hours the coast-to-coast 
audience has been the host to 
Richard Wagner and to the en- 

tire Metropolitan Opera Company. The 
persons listening in were permitted to en- 
joy a dream that once existed in the heart 
of a great musician. That dream has been 
singing across the years to thousands of 
listeners. Through the voice of Lawrence 
Tibbett, Wagner sang to the present from 
the far distant yesterday, and yet in a 
very real sense he was as near as the last 
second. 

Scientifically you may insist that all 
that was heard was a grouping of elec- 
trical vibrations, yet that which was heard 
‘was a specific set of electrical vibrations 
-—vibrations that were first released by 
that master of music, Richard Wagner. 
It is true that the flesh, blood, bones and 
brain that dreamed “Tristan and Isolde” 
have long since decomposed and returned 
to dust, yet who will deny that the real 
Wagner, prone to many mistakes, but the 
better, the real Wagner lives through his 
marvelous works. 

The material realist will not agree 
with this as they will say, that the only 
things that are real are those that 
you can touch, taste, see, hear and smell, but the spiritual 
realist does not agree, for he says, these are not the only 
things that are real, for we believe that Jesus expressed 
that there is just as much reality in things spiritual as 
there can ever be in things material. 


Example—Love 

For example, let us take love. Love is a spiritual 
thing. Who can define it? Who can put fences around 
it? Who can analyze it into its component elements? 
Who can taste, touch, hear, see love? Yet who will deny 
that it is real? As a matter of fact, love is just as real 
and a lot more interesting than material things, such 
as ice cream, table, dish, etc. It is in this connection 
that Easter comes along to champion for things spiritual 
as over against things material. 

This victory note of love should be in our hearts, 
for Jesus was victor over the temptations of life, over 
death and the grave. We today have a triumphant leader 
with whom we can advance. By His power we can tri- 
umph in this life and reap the reward of life eternal. 


Love—His Passion 
Jesus’ coming to the world to suffer for us is the 
greatest evidence we have of the love of God. God’s 
love is equal to our human needs. Though men turned 
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frcm Him, He kept on loving and finally 
sent His Son to die for our salvation. 


Love—The Victor 

Hateful hearts brought false charges 
against Jesus. Cruel hands nailed Him to 
the cross. But He broke the bonds of 
death and lives forever. His love could 
not be confined to the tomb. We do not 
worship a dead Hero; but a living, reign- 
ing Lord. 


His Love and Ours 

Jesus has given us an example. He 
did not live as a hermit apart, but in the 
midst of the crowds. He did not come 
merely to show His own love. He came 
that we might be pardoned by Him and 
partake of His own pure nature. We 
must, therefore, admire and honor His 
goodness, but more, that goodness must 
become a part of us. His spirit must 
reign within us. He has opened the way 
to heaven, but we must be faithful to gain 
entrance. 2 


This Is Truth 

This truth of Christ’s love, in death 
and resurrection is always truth. Cus- 
toms may change from age to age but 
this truth is consistent. As the Eternal 
Truth does not change, so this truth does 
not change. It is true that man’s concept of truth may 
change from age to age, but the truth itself is always 
truth. Scientific discoveries. may be new to scientists, 
but they are not actually new. They have always ex- 
isted. The only thing that is new about them is man’s 
discovery of them. 

This truth of the resurrection of our Lord, Jesus 
Christ, is not new but is being discovered each day by 
men who believe and find a spiritual rather than a mate- 
rial reality. Easter insists that the immortality of the 
spirit is essential to the completion of the way of sal- 
vation.—P. M. K. 


A special service has been prepared for use on 
Life Service Day, which is especially suitable for 
the dedication of a cross on a Life Service Flag, 
but which is easily adaptable for use at a regular 
Vesper service, showing the various ways of ren- 
dering Life Service. It is entitled 


“OUR LIFE SERVICE LIGHTS” 
Order from 
THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
405 Muhlenberg Building 
1228 Spruce Street Philadelphia, Penna. 
Price 10 Cents 
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CONDUCT of 
GROUP DISCUSSIONS 


KENNETH A. ERICKSON 


Many of us have taken part in group discussions in 
which we sensed a failure of the meeting to accomplish 
any real results. O‘ten after such a discussion we felt 
that the time would not have been lost if the chairman 
had been a more capable leader. So this article is written 
with the fact in mind, and it is hoped that our. Lutheran 
young people may profit 
from it through better-led 
group discussions. 


Importance of Chairman 

First, by way of clari- 
fication, we should under- 
stand that by group discus- 
sion we do not mean a hap- 
hazard talk-fest, nor do we 
refer to arguments in which 
a pre-determined solution is 
advocated. In our group 
discussion, we should at- 
tempt cooperatively to cre- 
ate a “group idea” or evolve 
a composite solution which 
will be better than any one 
of our ideas alone. And 
since it is true that the suc- 
cess of most discussions de- 
pends more upon the chair- 
man than upon any other 
factor, our consideration of 
group discussions shall be 
limited to the duties of the 
chairman. 


Chairman the Servant 

One of the first facts a 
chairman must realize is 
that he is not the master of 
the group but that he is 
more truly its servant. Of 
course, he should exert his 
influence before a discussion begins to try to gain a 
group spirit by introductions, by songs, or by throwing 
out some minor problem which can easily be agreed on, 
such as how long should the discussion be. The chairman 
should also bear in mind that the search for truth is 
best conducted in a reverent, humble spirit, with quiet- 
ness of mind and with great patience. 


Physical Factors 

Naturally there must be a definite problem situation 
before the group, and the group must be willing to co- 
operate in a quest for truth or else the whole venture will 
prove worthless. The problem must be clearly defined at 
the beginning lest differences will arise over the ambi- 
guity of the topic. Physical factors must also be con- 
sidered for they can add to or detract much from the 
fruitfulness of the discussion. Most authorities agree 
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that twelve or fifteen people should be the maximum 
number in one discussion group. And if a group ever 
happens to number over thirty, it is less effective for it 
tends to sub-divide itself. The chairman should choose 


a room that nicely accommodates the group but that 
is not too large. 


It should be free from glaring lights 
and the temperature should 
be normal. Most important 
of all the seating should be 
arranged so that a face-to- 
face condition results. From 
experience it can be _ said 
that the group in the circle 
has the most favorable phy- 
sical position possible. 
Steering the Discussion 

One of the primary du- 
ties of the chairman is to 
relate facts with facts, and 
to gather into usable shape 
the scattered truths and 
arguments expressed by the 
many minds. Of course, he 
must avoid reading his own 
convictions into what has 
been said and he must avoid 
speaking too often. The 
chairman must also bring 
into helpful expression the 
full potential contribution of 
each member; he must. re- 
strain the inveterate talker 
and keep him from monopo- 
lizing the discussion; and 
he must keep the group 
focused on the problem by 
steering the discussion out 
of blind alleys and forestall- 
ing irrelevant talk and fruit- 
less controversy. He should 
also have at hand a tentative outline which presents the 
main aspects of the problem to be discussed. This out- 
line should include a general definition of the problem 
followed by some colorful personal experiences of the 
chairman if possible. Such personal incidents tend to 
break the ice and are usually followed by an easier flow 
of contributions. However, the main points of the out- 
line should not be over-emphasized but should be used 
only to keep the discussion from drifting away from 
the main topic. 


Getting All To Contribute 
Sometimes members become a problem to the chair- 
man because they don’t talk. They may be silent think- 
ers: they may be waiting to be asked their opinions; they 
may feel they can not express themselves adequately. 


(Continued in the May Review) 
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Invitation 
Use plain white cards and affix seals of various 
flowers or butterflies in the upper left-hand corner. The 
following may be used: 


*Tis Spring-Tinie, 

So let’s have a gay-time, 

At our Luther League social, 
Tuesday, April 8, 1941. 


Decorations 
Spring flowers and greens; pastel shades of crepe 
paper for light decorations, etc. 


Spring a Joke 
Cut out jokes from magazines, and pin one on the 
back of each person present. Form two circles; all boys 
in one and all girls in the other. March them in opposite 
directions to music. When the music stops, they stop 
and face one another. Each reads the other’s joke. It 
is an excellent mixer. 


' Spring Bonnet 

Provide newspapers, crepe paper, scissors, pins, 
paste and pictures of ladies’ hats. Select a group of 
young men to make hats which they are to wear for 
judging. The person who produces the best “creation” 
shall be declared the winner. 


Jumbled Flowers 
Print five or more names of spring flowers, such as 
daisy, arbutus, violet, etc. Space the letters far enough 
apart to allow cutting between. Place all the letters 
jumbled together in an envelope and give to groups or 
individuals, depending upon the size of the gathering, 
with a definite time in which to assemble the words. 


Hop, Skip or Walk 

Chairs are arranged in a circle, facing out, one for 
each person. Each player must have the location of his 
particular chair fixed in his mind. Upon a signal from 
the leader, all rise and walk left, walk right, hop or skip, 
following the directions given by the leader. At a sig- 
nal, players occupy their own chairs as quickly as pos- 
sible. The last one to be seated is out of the game and 
must sit still until the game is played out. When the 
signal to be seated is given, all players must continue in 
the direction they were going and cannot turn back in 
order to reach their chairs in a hurry, even if he has 
just passed his chair before the signal was given. He 
must go around the entire circle again before he may be 
seated. 


Four 


A Springtime Party 


ESTHER BACHOFER and 
CONNIE STRANDWITZ 


Concentration 

Players are seated in a circle with a small space 
open so that one end may be recognized as first of the 
circular line. Each person gives his first name aloud. 
Then No. 1 calls the first name of some member of the 
group, who in turn relays the call to some other first 
name, and on and on. When a person hesitates too 
long in relaying the call, he must pay a forfeit. A num- 
ber of suggested things to do should be decided upon in 
advance, so that the game may be run smoothly. 


Flowers? 
What flowers are suggested by the following words: 
Four?—Ivy (IV). 
Gold digger’s quest?—Marigold. 
For mother’s foot?—Lady’s Slipper. 
Time of day?—Four o’clock. 
A good wild beast?—Dandelion. 
The rising sun?—Morning Glory. 
An amiable man?—Sweet William. 
What pa did when he proposed to ma.—Aster. 
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Spring Quartet 

Write the names of songs on slips of paper. There 
should be either four or eight slips for each song, de- 
pending upon the size of the group. Have the players 
draw the slips from a box. Then each player starts out 
to look for the rest of his quartet or octette as the case 
may be. As they find one another they link arms. Each 
quartette or octette must sing its song. Then all may be 
required to sing simultaneously, each singing its own 
song. 


Pansy 

The leader explains that the game is a test of alert- 
ness. Each player has been given the name of a flower, 
which he must keep secret. The leader starts to tell a 
story into which he weaves the names of flowers. The 
leader explains that the name of one flower has been 
given to at least four persons, and when the name of a 
flower is mentioned, the players bearing that name must 
dash for the open door, trying to get there before the 
leader can catch him. Explain further that if captured, 
a player must take the leader’s place. After using the 
names of several flowers, the leader calls “pansy.” There 
is a mad dash for the door as practically all of the 
players have been given that name. 


Refreshments 
Punch and cookies. Wafer candies. 
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LIFE SERVICE 


MY LIFE WORK 


There are certain fundamental beliefs in religion 
which Sunday School, Church and Luther League bring 
to the attention of a person’s mind, but there are many 
other urges and emotions which have their sources in 
these congregations. 

When the time arrived for me to select my life voca- 
tion, there was one word that had been before my eyes 
and in my heart for many years. It seemed like an 
enormous question mark which had to be answered. That 
one word was service! 

Sunday School, Church and Luther League seemed 
to echo all the meaning of that word when I began to 


| decide on my life work. How could I be of the best 


service to humanity and to God? To me the only answer 
was the Christian ministry, and after four years of col- 
lege that answer is now magnified many times. 


No! I have not yet received a definite call to a 
specific work! That fact does not color in any respect 
my ambition or my hopes. My faith, my trust and my 
hopes are wrapped up in the wishes of my Heavenly 
Father. Where He leads me and where He wishes me 
to go—I will follow! 


My goal seems distant, but my prayer is that I may 
not falter nor swerve from the pathway which is lighted 
for me. I would like to pass on to you the answer to a 
question which has helped me many times. If there are 
times when you are undecided about a “yes” or a “no,” 
please stop and ask yourself the question, ‘‘What would 
Jesus do?” 


QUENTIN P. GARMAN, ’41, Phi Gamma 
Delta, Gettysburg College, Gettysburg, Pa. 


ASSISTING YOUR PASTOR 

No congregation can be considered a success unless 
it has a band of workers who are willing to assist the 
pastor. The congregations, and, contrary to what most 
people think, he does not find time hanging heavily on 
his hands. The truth is that he does not have nearly 
enough time to do all that he would like to do or that 
he knows needs to be done. The work that can be done 
by just one person is always limited in extent, no mat- 
ter how active he may be. It is not humanly possible for 
the pastor to carry on all the Church’s work just by 
himself. 


You can assist your pastor by frequently offering 
_ him your services. It is a great encouragement to every 
’ pastor just to know that he has a group of young people 
who are ready to render service whenever their service 
is needed. When you ask your pastor if there isn’t some- 
thing the young people can do to help him, he will feel 
much freer about asking you to serve. Show your ‘pastor 
that you regard him as your friend. Speak to him in a 
friendly manner at all times, even going out of your way 
to do so. Keep in mind that your pastor is a human be- 
ing like yourself who appreciates your friendly greet- 
ings and visits as much as you appreciate his. Speak 
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well of him among your friends. Pray for him instead 
of criticizing him. Introduce him to other people and 
inform him about those who are sick and in special need 
of his services. Do not forget to thank him when he has 
rendered you some service. 


Your pastor is anxious to cooperate with you. You 
need his assistance and guidance in your activities. Try 
to make it as easy as possible for him to help you by 
keeping him posted about your work. Invite him to the 
League meetings and consider him one of your members. 
Ask his advice about planning programs, especially all 
public programs. However, do not impose on him or ask 
him to do things that you should do yourself. Only on 
rare occasions should you ask him to take charge of reg- 
ular League meetings. 


“O use me, Lord, use even me, 

Just as Thou wilt, and when, and where; 
Until Thy blessed face I see, 

Thy rest, Thy joy, Thy glory shate.”’ 


—Rev. Frank P. Cauble, East Gastonia, N. C., 
“Edmilise,” Luther League of North Carolina, 
Volume 8, No. 2. 


ADVANCING WITH CHRIST 


This seems to be the keynote sounding 
throughout the entire Luther League of Ohio as 
reports come from every quarter of the Synod re- 
garding the new plan of the organization and study 
program. Pastors and young people alike are en- 
thusiastic in their reports of the way the young 
people are responding to the program which 
brings all youth from 12 to 25 together for a brief 
devotional program after which the three age 
groups have their own topic study. 

Congregations which had little or no success 
with reaching the Junior High School group and 
the older group are finding the new set-up pro- 
viding an interesting and enthusiastic response 
now. 

Some are using the topics in all groups. Others 
are using some of the topics supplemented by 
study book of various kind. Some are having fine 
response to the new study book, “Youth’s Faith 
in Action,” as the part of the Young People’s 
League. 

The plan now is that the Junior High School 
group, the High School League and the Young 
People’s League work together in every possible 
way. Local conditions, the size of each group, the 
facilities available for all meetings, etc., will de- 
termine the best way (in some cases the one way) 
this new program can be made to function in your 
congregation. 

At any rate Lutheran youth everywhere are 
manifestting a very earnest desire to Advance with 
Christ in all of Christian living. 
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Six 


Easter 


CALVARY AND EASTER 


A song of sunshine through the rain, 
Of spring across the snow; 

A balm to heal the hurts of pain, 
A peace surpassing woe. 


Life up your heads, ye sorrowing ones, 
And be ye glad of heart; 

For Calvary and Easter Day 

Were just three days apart! 


With shudder of despair and loss 
The world’s deep heart is wrung, 
As, lifted high upon His cross, 
The Lord of Glory hung— 


When rocks were rent, and ghostly forms 
Stole forth in street and matt; 

But Calvary and Easter Day, 

Earth’s blackest day, and whitest day, 
Were just three days apatt. 


—Author Unknown 


HE IS RISEN 


He is risen, He is risen; 

Tell it with a joyful voice; 

He has burst His three days’ prison; 
Let the whole wide world rejoice. 
Death is conquered, man is free, 
Christ has won the victory. 


Come, ye sad and fearful-heacted, 
With glad smile and radiant brow; 
Lent’s long shadows have departed, 
All His woes are over now, 

And the passion that He bore; 
Sin and pain can vex no mote. 


Come, with high and holy hymning, 
Chant our Lord’s triumphant lay; 
Not one datksome cloud is dimming 
Yonder glorious morning tray, 
Breaking o’et the purple East, 
Brighter far our Easter-feast. 


—Mrs. C. F. Alexander 


EASTER GARDEN 
Gertrude M. Robinson 


Shy violets in naive beauty smile 

Along the garden path. Gay daffodils 

Don yellow Easter bonnets to beguile 

The homing birds. Shell-pink natcissus fills 

With sweetest perfume every passing breeze 

That wafts the breath of spring. The gleaming gold 
Of crocuses forms dainty filigrees, 

Where snow-white hycainths theic buds unfold. 


What radiant beauty heralds Easter day! 

All nature seems aglow to greet the dawn, 

Which triumphs over death and grim decay. 

The throbbing life of spring, when snows are gone, 
Reveals anew God’s resurrection plan— 

The glorious message of his love for man. 


Dn Verse 


THE EASTER TEST 
Amos R. Wells 


If I had seen the Master on that morning 

All glorious with resurtection light, 

Beyond the might of men and evil scotning, 

How would my soul have met the splendid sight? 


Would I have hastened eager to adore Him, 

My spirit caught in rapture strangely sweet? 
Would I have run to lay my heart before Him? 
Would I have fallen trembling at His feet? 


Or would a sudden fear have held me rigid, 
And would my sins have been a barrier high, 
And would my doubts have bound me stiff and frigid 
In sullen coldness while the Lord passed by? 


I need not ask, for still my Lord comes near me, 
Life evermore victorious from the grave; 

And still He calls, “O brother, do not fear mel” 
And still His eager hands are stretched to save, 


All days are Easter days, and bring the testing 
Of lower calls and summons from above. 

O haste, my soul, unhurried and uncesting, 
To meet the Lord of life and claim His love. 


—C. E. World 


AN EASTER WISH 


May the glad dawn of Easter Morn 
Bring holy joy to thee! 

May the calm eve of Easter leave 

A peace divine with thee! 

May Easter Day to thine heart say, 
“Christ died and rose for thee!” 
May Easter night on thine heart write, 
“O Christ, I live for Thee.” 


—The Youth’s Companion 


PRELUDE TO PRAYER 


A “‘yielding’ to the heart of Him who bids me pray— 
A “‘turning’’ from the night of earth to heaven's day, 

A “being still’’ and “knowing He is ever God—’ 

A “passing” into pathways new—and yet untrod, 

A “drawing’’ far from worldly fear and grief and care— 
A “seeking” for my Savior Christ—finding Him—there! 


—Melva Rorem 


RESURRECTION PROOF 


Grayce Ferbitz Knudson 


I am glad that Peter was not afraid 

To entet the tomb where our Lord was laid, 

That he saw the napkin that had caressed 

Our deat Lord’s head where the thorns had pressed 
And noted the linen that wrapped Him ’round 
Folded, unstained by the sword’s deep wound; 

I am glad that he looked and made complete 

The story, half told, on Jerusalem’s street 

Of a sealed tomb that opened wide; 

I am glad that Peter stepped inside. 
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A SUNDAY WITH 


AN 


ARMY CHAPLAIN 


By CHAPLAIN JOHN E. BRAUN 
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A SUNDAY WITH AN ARMY CHAPLAIN 


Note: Chaplain Braun, who is stationed at Camp 
Shelby, Miss., wrote this brief but informing article at 
the request of Dr. Em. Poppen, President of the Ameri- 
can Lutheran Church, who is eager that the Church 
know about the work Chaplains are doing. In a covering 
letter, addressed to President Poppen, Chaplain Braun 
writes: “I was writing this letter seated on the edge of 
my cot, using my Bible to write on. There was a knock 
at my tent door—a soldier wanted to borrow my Bible. 
I gladly loaned it to him, and am now using something 
else to write on. I have been assigned temporarily to the 
so-called reception center, where I will serve as Chap- 
lain to the new recruits entering our camp. At this 
center we shall receive and classify approximately 9,000 
men a month. This assignment seems a stupendous chal- 
lenge. No doubt the work a Chaplain can accomplish 
will be rather superficial, yet most interesting—will aver- 
age about 300 men per day.”’ And now follows Chaplain 
Braun’s description of a Sunday at Camp Shelby. 


With a full week’s schedule of drills and maneuvers 
a matter of history, soldiers and officers answer the 
Sunday morning church call at 8 A. M. Led by the 
regimental band, we usually march out to the drill 
ground for an outdoor service, but this particular Sun- 
day, because of inclement weather, I conducted service 
in a mess hall. With the cooks behind me busily pre- 
paring the Sunday chicken dinner, the army chaplain 
_ brings the bread of life to the soldiers who crowd the 
mess hall. The majority of those in attendance take a 
very active part in the service. Music was furnished by 
a brass quartet from the regimental band. 


Private interviews are many and varied. Here comes 


a young man to the chaplain’s tent, salutes, enters, and 


unburdens his heart. He is a young, married man, wants 
to prepare for the ministry. Another knock at the tent 
door and several young men enter. They request a copy 
of the poem quoted in the morning sermon, also a New 
Testament for their tent. An officer enters and asks the 
chaplain to have evening mess with his company, to 
offer the table prayer and give a short talk to the soldiers 
after mess. 


Here is a boy who is to be discharged because of 
physical disability but wants to remain in the service. 
Here is a young lad, only 16, who would like to get his 
discharge. Many are the interviews on marital and 
family problems. 


_ With a regiment of 1,118 men, there are many sick 
calls to be made. The chaplain visits the 19 company 
and detachment clerks, learns who is “sick in quarters,” 
i. e., confined to their tents. The average is about 25. 
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The afternoon finds the chaplain, or, as he is nick-named, 
“holy Joe,” walking a mile to the base hospital, going 
through twelve wards visiting the sick of his regiment. 
Men from other regiments ask favors of the chaplain. 
Those not bedfast shyly wend their way into the grow- 
ing circle. Soon 15 or 20 are assembled, asking ques- 
tions. Their language might shock you but I wish I 
could bring every young man and woman of our Ameri- 
can Lutheran Church into this particular ward. The 
warning of Scripture, “Whatsoever a man soweth, that 
shall he also reap,” is written deeply on the faces of 
these young men. Oh, how they appreciate the sympa- 
thetic attitude of the chaplain. 

At a meeting of the athletic directors of the regi- 
ment, called by the chaplain after discussing recreational 
problems, these young men, of their own accord, intro- 
duce the matter of habitual profanity among the soldiers. 
The chaplain listens eagerly, enjoying a most whole- 
some experience. After a lengthy discussion these boys 
resolve to contact their respective companies in an effort 
to curb this very common sin of the American soldier. 

After the evening meal (by the way, these Army 
cooks perform miracles with crude equipment and small 
allowances), the chaplain is given permission by the 
Colonel (a Lutheran layman) to escort a guard-house 
prisoner to the camp movie. During the showing of the 
movie the chaplain learns that the young man with him 
has been a promising athlete in one of our church 
schools. (The chaplain was certain he had seen this 
prisoner before but could not remember where.) The 
chaplain returns the young man to the guard-house 
knowing assuredly that he has gained a friend. 

Time for bed, taps, lights out. The chaplain closes 
his Sunday with his evening prayer, thanking God for 
the privilege to present Christ to the 166th regiment of 
the 37th division. 


NOTICE 


INTERMEDIATE SECRETARIES 
and SUPERINTENDENTS 


Beginning with the third quarter of this year, 
all the materials for devotional meetings for In- 
termediates will be published in the “Intermediate 
Quarterly Helps.” Following the June issue, no 
Intermediate topic material will appear in the 
“Luther League Review.” 
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Missionary 


When Evangeline Glee was born, Mumol came into 
the hospital room the next morning and used the proper 
Liberian words of congratulation to a new parent, 
“Thank you, Mrs. (Miz Parker).” 

“Should you like to see her, Mumol; I know you've 
never seen a white baby half a day old?” 

“Yes, mam—Oh, she be fine small mommy. Thank 
you, thank you, Miz Parker.” (This is to say she is a 
nice little girl.) 

The main feature of gossip about my baby was her 
bald head. The Negro babies almost always have plen- 
ty of ringlets at birth, but Evangeline had a nice shiny 
head with a peep of fuzz. For this reason her native 
nurse, a girl trained in our own mission school and hos- 
pital, gave her a native name, “Wungdiguhkpoloa,” 
which means bald head. 

While we waited for the baby, we got ready for 
her. We sent orders for some things to our family in 
America. In London, England, there is an old gentle- 
man, Mr. Allison. When he was young, he wanted to be 
a missionary but for some reason could not; so he de- 
cided to be of as great service to missionaries as he 
could. He went into the shipping business. We send 
orders to him for anything we want, and if he does not 
have it, he will send out into the city of London—some- 
times even sending to America—to fulfill our wishes. If 
Mr. Allison cannot get a discount for us, he charges us 
nothing above the cost. If he gets a discount, he charges 
us a very small commission on the goods. So it was to 
Mr. Allison, who is an invaluable help to missionaries 
all over the world, that we sent orders for materials 
from which I made baby clothes. Because the English 
use different materials for baby clothes, what we got 
was not what we should have bought in America, but 
just as good, 


Born in Phoebe Hospital 

Many people have asked what kind of care I had at 
the time of my baby’s birth in Africa. I had the mis- 
sionary room in our own Phoebe Hospital, which is one 
of the best in the country of Liberia. The room is pri- 
vate with adjoining private bath and a porch overlook- 
ing the mission compound. I had the continuous care of 
our American mission doctor and our mission nurse. The 
nurse stayed with me every night, and, if need be, I had 
the opportunity of calling any of the native nurses who 
worked down the hall with the native patients in wards 
and in private rooms. Everything was clean and quiet 
and all was done to make me comfortable. 

There was not all the modern equipment that you 
_have in America. The baby was not at all considerate 
and came at night; so the doctor and nurses had to work 
with the inconvenience of my bed-net (a tent of net to 
protect from mosquito bites) and with kerosene lamp 
and flash light. 
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MIRE OF A 


MISSIONARY Baby 


EVALYN Z. PARKER 


Because the tropics continually sap the strength of 
a white person, new mothers are kept in the hospital 
four weeks: It seemed a long time, and the extra two 
weeks didn’t add any confidence in myself in caring for 
my first baby. It was weeks before I had nerve enough 
to turn her from her back to her stomach. It was a 
case of being scared to death I might break part of her. 
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Phoebe Hospital, Liberia, Africa 


It wasn’t much harder to care for an infant in 
Africa, but there were extra precautions. The baby al- 
ways had to sleep under a net or screen; so we had our 
native carpenter make a screened kiddie-koop. He copied 
it from a picture of one in a Montgomery-Ward cata- 
logue. Because our dangerous mosquitoes are small, 
we painted the screen and ‘that left the holes big enough 
for air but small enough to keep out the anopheles. 

Adult white people have to boil and filter all drink- 
ing water; so for “Vangie” Glee we boiled, filtered, and 
boiled hers a second time. At the English store in Mon- 
rovia we got a powdered milk (Lactogen), for her, and 
she thrived on it beautifully. There are plenty oranges 
and bananas in Liberia, and they’re good baby foods. 
(If only we could teach our native mothers that.) 

Little white babies in Africa are really white. They 
seldom go out into the sun between eight in the morn- 
ing and four in the evening because of the direct rays. 
If they do go out, they must wear cork or pith helmets. 
For this reason children do not acquire a tan but get 
more and more white. 


Baby Takes Quinine 


Man has made the great discovery that a regular — 


taking of an amount of quinine keeps us of the Cauca- 


‘sian race from getting fever. From six months on babies 


take liquid quinine. Adults take from four to five grain 
quinine pills or capsules each day. 


Boys and girls may not walk without shoes for fear 
of getting jiggers or hook worm. But besides shoes, 
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Evangeline didn’t need much. I dressed her as scantily 
as possible without letting her go extreme native style. 


When Evangeline was eighteen months old, we 
started home for our first furlough. Besides her, we had 
a new daughter, Judith Elaine, three months old. There 
was a stewardess on our boat. Every day she boiled 
Judy’s bottles for me in the ship’s kitchen. When I 
needed boiled water to mix the formula, I pushed the 
button and a steward came to do my bidding. Miss Braat, 
the Dutch stewardess-nurse, helped feed Evangeline and 
stayed with the girls while we ate in the dining room 
or spent a few hours in some foreign country on shore 
leave. 


At Le Havre, France, we had to transfer to a boat 
crossing the English Channel. We went up the Thames 
river and at Tilbury docks took a compartment in a 
train going to London. We had written ahead to Mr. 
Allison to get us hotel reservations; so we walked right 
into our hotel with everything in readiness for us—all 
but a bed for Judy. We asked for a basket, but there 
were none big enough. Necessity, being the mother of 
invention, chose for Judy’s bed one of our suit cases 
for those five days. 


Naturally we wanted to see some of London, but 
two little girls complicated matters. Again we went to 
Mr. Allison. To be sure, he could get a reliable woman 
to care for them, for there is such an organization in the 
city. It is called United Aunts Incorporated, and at a 
stipulated amount a woman will come for all day. The 
last day Miss Grevill didn’t come. She lived on the 
far side of the city and she feared leaving home, for 
London already was then afraid of air raids. That was 
the last of August, 1939. 


By train we rode to Southampton through beautiful 
English country and amid thatched farms. A fog de- 
layed our boat, and the fifteen hundred passengers had 
to wait four extra hours at night in a waiting room made 
_ for about one hundred. The food at the restaurant soon 
gave out. We were tired, and all we could do was to 
walk or sit with the babies to keep them content in 
the strain. People show their Christian principles the 
world over, for many helped us with our baggage and 
in entertaining our girls. People are good! 


We were on the boat at last by midnight. Our cabin 
was exceedingly comfortable, and soon little heads were 
fast asleep. There is a large play-room with a steward- 
ess in charge on that ship. Evangeline loved to stay 
there all day and play with other little boys and girls 
from the world around. Judy slept most of the time; 
she liked the rocking of the boat. 


It was not long before we were safely in America 
and could settle down to normal living with our little 
‘ones. But being a missionary at home aroused other 
problems. Speaking—what should we do with our chil- 
dren when we are called to do deputation work? Again 
we found good people—those who are willing to take 
little ones into their homes and treat them as their own 
for a day or a week-end, while the parents tell others 
about the opportunity of service abroad and about the 
goodness of God in healing men’s souls—souls that never 
before knew that God is love. 
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ETERNAL EASTER 


BY ALMA HANTEL ARNOLD 


ASTER morning, seven o’clock. How glorious! 

Who could stay in bed such a wonderful morn- 

ing? Grandfather Wayne, eighty-five years 

young, sat in his study room in his old but com- 
fortable swivel chair. On his desk before him lay his 
much used Bible open at the account in John where the 
glorious resurrection of our Lord is so wonderfully told 
by the disciple. 

He had read the old but ever new story and his 
heart as well as his whole being was filled with gladness 
and joy. He felt a peace within him that only years of 
living close to God could bring. 


After making a silent prayer he arose and crossed 
the room and threw up his eastern window through 
which the sunlight was pouring. He inhaled the warm, 
sweet spring air, and as he stood there in deep medita- 
tion he made a serene picture with his silvery white hair 
as a halo around his head. 


Suddenly the peaceful quietness was broken by the 
sweet tones of the church bell pealing forth the Easter 
message to the world, “Rejoice, rejoice, for Christ our 
Lord is risen.” 


Seating himself again in his chair with his face 
toward the window he listened to the different bells 
chiming and pealing. He loved to hear them ring. “It 
always brought to his mind a beautiful poem his own 
mother had taught him so many years ago. He did not 
remember the title or the author’s name but every word 
was ever fresh in his memory: 


“The six long dreary days 

Have drifted slowly past: 

It seems near like eternity 

Since Sabbath morning last. 

But now, with quiet peace within, 
I could with gladness sing, 

For softly o’er the gentle breeze 

I hear the church bell ring.” 


He mused to himself. Yes, the “quiet peace within.” 
How many have it today? How many really enjoy the 
true Sabbath? O poor sinful mortals, who chase after 
the pleasures of the world, just stop a moment and lis- 
ten to the message of the bells: 


“The ringing always cheers me; 
And I know for miles around 
That many others hark with joy, 
That sweetest Sabbath sound. 
For to the mind that’s weary, 
Whose interests are but few, 
The bell, like some great Genii, 
Brings back old joys anew.” 


Yes, “old joys.” The ringing now had a different 
sound for they were wedding bells. He saw himself a 
happy young man with a sweet-faced, lovely maiden go- 
ing down the church aisle together to the altar where 
they were made man and wife. He lived over again the 
happy years that followed. Yes, many were filled with 
sorrow and trials and tribulations but they were still 
happy because he and she had remained faithful and 
true to one another. 


(Continued on Page 34) 
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April 6, 1941 
Palm Sunday 
“JOINING CHURCH” 
Matthew 10:32 
Rev. Dermon A. Sox, Charleston, S. C. 

This is Palm Sunday. Today in many Christian 
churches throughout the whole world impressive services 
have been held. Thousands of people, mostly young 
persons, have been received into church membership. 
The ancient and apostolic rite of Confirmation was wit- 
nessed by multitudes in those churches of Christendom 
which have not discarded that historic practice. Through- 
out the Lutheran world more persons have been received 
into church membership this day than on any other 
single day in the whole year. This, though not the only 
one, is the day for Confirmation in our churches. This is 
a day of great importance in the life of the church and 
in the lives of the many who are received into its full 
fellowship this day. (There are two other days in the 
Christian calendar which are popular as Confirmation 
days, namely, Easter and Pentecost. However, the rite 
may be administered at any time when the persons to 
be so received have been properly prepared and are de- 
clared so.) 

Catechetical Instruction 

The act of Confirmation is always preceded by in- 
struction of those to be confirmed. This period of in- 
struction is called catechetical instruction. It may vary 
in length from a one-year course to three years. It is 
usually given by the pastor himself. However, when the 
instruction covers more than one year, especially in the 
larger churches, it may be necessary for the pastor to 
secure the assistance of another well-qualified person to 
share in this responsibility with him. When there is 
more than one year of instruction offered, or required, 
the pastor will take the class for the last year of it. 


Why Instruction? 

This has been the practice of the Christian Church 
from very earliest times. When Luther began his work 
of reforming the church he made wise provision for im- 
proving the instruction of the people. He found them in 
great ignorance concerning the things of the Christian 
faith. Hence, he wrote his Small Catechism, that is what 
we now call it, and urged that it be used in the family 
circle for the instruction of the boys and girls and the 
older members of the family. Early did it become the 
handbook used in catechetical instruction by pastors and 
it has continued in use to the present day, though the 
method of teaching it has varied. The boys and girls 
received into the fellowship of our Church this day have 
been instructed in the truths of Luther’s Small Catechism. 

But why this instruction anyhow? Not all churches 
require instruction for church membership. (Though in- 
creasingly the practice is being observed even among 
those churches which once made light of it.) Some have 
relied upon an emotional surge excited by the urgings 
and exhortations of some visiting evangelist. Converts 
would then come to the front and shake the preacher’s 
hand, indicating that they were confessing Christ and 
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being received into the church. Where the Lutheran 
Church has been true to its own genius it has not fol- 
lowed this course. 


Baptism and Confirmation 

The real answer to this question of the why of in- 
struction for us Lutherans is to be found in the relation 
of Baptism and Confirmation. We believe in and prac- 
tice infant Baptism. When the babe is baptized its par- 
ents or sponsors do several things. They renounce evil 
and the evil one; they confess their faith in God as 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; they express their desire 
to have their child baptized into “this Christian Faith;” 
and they promise to “instruct him in the Word of God, 
and to bring him up in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord.” 

Our catechetical instruction comes in partial fulfill- 
ment of the promise which our parents and sponsors 
took at our Baptism. How important this last promise 
is is evident from the fact that the Order for the Bap- 
tism of Infants ends with these words of admonition 
to the parents who have just had their children baptized: 

“IT now admonish you who have done so char- 
itable a work to this child in his Baptism, that ye 
diligently and faithfully teach him the Ten Com- 
mandments, the Creed, and the Lord’s Prayer; and 
that, as he grows in years, ye place in his hands the 
Holy Scriptures, bring him to the services of God’s 
House; and provide for his instruction in the Chris- 
tian Faith, that, abiding in the covenant of his Bap- 
tism, and in Communion with the Church, he may 
be brought up to lead a godly life until the day of 
Jesus Christ. Amen.” 


Instruction Continued 

That part of our instruction may be ended. In so 
providing for our instruction our parents have fulfilled 
an important part of their responsibility for our Chris- 
tian life. But our instruction is not complete. It simply 
means that as we grow older we ourselves are more and 
more responsible for the continuance of our education in 
things Christian and spiritual. Good parents will surely 
continue to urge and encourage us to take full advantage 
of every opportunity for the increase of our knowledge 
of God and of His gracious Will, for the increase of our 
love of Him, and for the increase of our service of Him. 


Confirmation Itself 

When we stand before the altar for Confirmation 
the words of the pastor remind us of (1) our Baptism; 
(2) of our Christ-commanded instruction; (3) of our 
own desire to be confirmed. Then he directs certain 
questions to us. Each of us answers for himself, though 
the words are actually, spoken together. Two of these 
questions are the same as those which our parents an- 
swered when they presented us for Holy Baptism. We, 
too, are now called upon to “renounce the devil, and all 
his works, and all his ways.” We, too, are called upon to 
confess our faith. 

Our faith is confessed in the words of the oldest 
and shortest Christian creed, the Apostles’, While the 
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faith of each is personal and we say, “I believe... ., 
ours is a faith which we hold in common with many. 
It is our father’s faith and ours. It was this creed which 
our parents used at our Baptism. It expresses their faith 
today as it does ours. It has been made the more mean- 
ingful to us because we have studied its parts in our 
catechetical instruction. It now becomes. the means by 
which we confess our Lord before men. As we unite in 
confessing our faith by means of these historic words, 
we signify our membership in the body of believers. 


My Promises 

My promises were three as I stood before the altar 
for Confirmation. The first two have already been dis- 
cussed. The third is now before us. I promised to be 
loyal to the Evangelical Lutheran Church, that is, to be 
“faithful to its teachings and to be diligent in the use of 
the Means of Grace.” 

What does this promise mean? “I promised to be 
loyal to my Church—the Church that had watched over 
me, led me in the way of salvation, brought me God’s 
gifts, and blessed me. I promised that I would take my 
place in it (What is my place in it?), keep pure its faith 
(How shall I guard against perversions of its truth on 
my part and on that of others?), use its divine helps for 
my spiritual life (What are they?), seek its fellowship 
(What does that mean?), support its efforts (In what 
way), share in its service to the world (What opportu- 
nities for sharing are there?) and in all these be faithful.” 


My Privileges 

Ii I was baptized as an infant, I was really made a 
member of Christ’s Holy Church at that time. The words 
of the Order for Confirmation so state. How then can 
we speak of Confirmation as joining the Church? In 
Confirmation we affirm and ratify the faith which our 
parents confessed on our behalf at our Baptism. We 
give public testimony to the fact that their faith is our 
faith. We, too, confess our faith before men. We, there- 
by, enter upon a new phase of church life. We are no 
more babes. We enter upon a more responsible and per- 
sonally active stage of church life. To all the precious 
privileges which we have enjoyed since our cradle days 
is now added the greatest of them all, the privilege of 
coming to the Lord’s Table, to partake of the Sacra- 
ment oi the Altar; to receive there His most holy Body 
and Blood and all the infinite love and divine life which 
He, through them, imparts. Confirmation for us Luth- 
erans who were Baptized as infants is not so much join- 
ing the church, as entering upon a new phase of church 
life. Ifmarks our right to enter upon the privileges and 
to assume the responsibilities of the more mature Chris- 
tian. It is the sign of a growing Christian. The more 
farnest one is in making his Confirmation promises the 
more assurance there is that he will faithfully make use 
of his privileges as a churchman. And thus he will con- 

_ tinue to be a growing Christian. 


April 13, 1941 
Easter Sunday 
CHRIST ALIVE? 
Luke 24:1-10 
Rev. Palmer P. Pierce, Columbia, S. C. 
To understand the full meaning of our topic we need 
to get in mind some of the events of the day which we 
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now call Good Friday but which, to the little band of 
first century believers and friends of Jesus, was certain- 
ly the blackest of all days. 


Good Friday 

It was a day of much suffering for Jesus. Death it- 
self came as a great relief. Beginning early on that day, 
while it was still black dark, He was pitilessly dragged 
from one unjust judge to another and then back again. 
The Jewish leaders were determined to be rid of Him 
because He made Himself the Son of God. Their charge 
against Him was blasphemy, for which cause they 
deemed Him worthy of death. But the Roman law did 
not permit them to exact the death penalty of anyone. 
(The Jews at this time were a subject people, certain of 
their rights of government had been taken away from 
them. Had they been able to carry out the death penalty, 
under their law it would have been by stoning.) So 
they had to appeal to the governor, Pontius Pilate. Pilate 
finally permitted their judgment to prevail in order to 
avoid any trouble with the troublesome Jews. 

Every possible indignity was heaped upon Jesus that 
day. There was nothing which this Sinless One did not 
suffer from bodily pain to mental anguish. After many 
hours of this treatment He died on the cross to which 
he had been nailed by the Roman soldiers. When it 
was officially reported that He was dead Pilate was sur- 
prised. Often those crucified lived torturous days on the 
cross, \ 

The Burial ) 

It was Joseph of Arimathea, a wealthy and important 
gentleman among the Jews, who went to Pilate and 
asked for the body of Jesus after His death. He wanted 
to provide Jesus with decent burial. It was not known 
that Joseph had been a friend of Jesus in His lifetime, 
yet in His death he showed himself kindly disposed to 
this One who had died a criminal’s death. When all the 
formalities had been completed for securing the body 
and the body itself had been taken down from the cross, 
there remained very little time in which to prepare the 
body for burial, that is, before the Jewish. sabbath would 
begin. So it must be done hastily. The body was wound 
in linen and laid in Joseph’s new tomb nearby. Though 
time did not permit it, the women from Galilee who wit- 
nessed the painful scene watched it to the end, seeing 
the great stone placed before-the entrance. They, de- 
termined to come at the first opportunity to complete the 
task of embalming the body. Either as they went home 
or as soon as the Sabbath was over, that is, at sun-down 
Saturday, they bought the spices necessary and prepared 
them for use at the earliest possible time. 


The Tomb Sealed 

The enemies of Jesus, the chief priests and Phari- 
sees, went in a body to Pilate to request that the tomb 
be sealed because they remembered how that He had 
said that He would rise the third day. Of course, they 
did not believe that He would, but they thought His dis- 
ciples might come and steal away the body and then 
declare unto the people that He had risen from the dead. 
They wanted to prevent any such thing. However, 
thoughts of resurrection were farthest away from the 
minds of the disappointed and discouraged disciples. 
Nevertheless, Pilate granted the request of the enemies 
of Jesus and sealed the stone and authorized that a 
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guard (watch) of soldiers be placed about it to prevent 
anyone’s tampering with the tomb. 


The Sabbath Day 

The Sabbath came and the handful of saddened 
-disciples, both men and women, rested. They probably 
did not go to the Temple that day. They were too over- 
come with grief to venture out among their fellows and 
to participate in the festival services of the Temple. The 
long day wore to its close and the women remembered 
their final errand of love which was yet to be performed. 
They were to meet at the tomb in the gray dawn of the 
first day of the week, the day following the Sabbath, our 
Sunday, to fulfill their mission. That is where our scrip- 
ture lesson begins. 


The Third Day 

Early in the morning of the third day, before the 
rising of the sun, in the faint light of a gray dawn, the 
women started out from the places where they had spent 
the Sabbath to meet at the tomb to complete the labor 
of love which the necessarily hasty burial on Friday 
afternoon late had made impossible. This was their first 
‘opportunity to fulfill that mission which they had set for 
themselves, and they meant to do it without further de- 
lay. With heavy hearts and leaden feet they hastened 
to the tomb. Their thoughts were thoughts of death, not 
life. They confidently expected to find the tomb still 
sealed, the stone in place, and a guard of soldiers at its 
side. Their one problem was how they were going to 
get into the tomb. “And they were saying among them- 
selves, ‘Who shall roll us away the stone from the door 
of the tomb?” (Mark 16:3) 


A Close-Up f 

As they drew nearer and the light of the returning 
‘day grew brighter they could see that the stone had been 
‘moved from the door of the tomb. (Matthew, Mark, 
Luké and John record this fact. Matthew gives an ex- 
planation of how it happened.) What the women thought 
is not told us in the scripture, but it is not hard to 
imagine what women in their frame of mind would have 
concluded. They doubtless thought the worst, that some 
marauders had come and stolen Jesus’ body away and 
that they would dispose of it in some disgraceful man- 
ner. But their thoughts did not slow up their steps. 
Hastening to their destination they promptly entered the 
open’ tomb in search of the body which they had come 
to anoint. Finding it not, their gloomy thought seemed 
correct. Out into the better light they came once more, 
but with no more light on the subject before them. They 
were frankly perplexed. They did not know what to 
think, save that the body of their Lord had been removed 
and they knew not where to find it. What they said to 
each other is not recorded, but it is easy to believe that 
in their excitement they were given to much talking and 
conjecturing, But their thoughts never got beyond the 
thought of death until... until they received a message. 


Angelic Visitors ‘ 

The messengers were “two men in shining gar- 
ments.” They were obviously angels, messengers from 
another world. The first sight of these messengers filled 
them with fear and they quickly turned their faces 
towards the earth. Soon, however, they heard the an- 
gelic visitors saying in concert, “Why seek ye the living 
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among the dead?” No, there must have been some mis- 
take about that. They were not looking for the living. 
They were in search of the body of their dead friend, 
Jesus of Nazareth, whose body had been laid in that 
tomb only two days before. Now it was gone. Did 
these visitors know anything about where the body had 
been taken? That was what they wanted to know. 

The “men in shining garments” continued: “He is 
not here.” Ah, that they knew too well. Could they but 
know where He was they would be satisfied. The mes- 
sage continued from the visitors, “But is risen: remem- 
ber how He spake unto you when He was yet in Galilee, 
saying, ‘The Son of Man must be delivered into the 
hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day 
rise again’.”’ 

Again our account leaves us without their reaction 
to these words. It simply states, “And they remembered 
His words, etc.” They must have said, “Christ Alive? 
Can it be? How glorious it is, if it be true. Oh, that it 
were true! Then would we not need these spices. Then 
would we be able to walk and talk with our Friend once 
more. Oh, show us the way to Him!” And as they 
talked among themselves in eager excitement first 
one and then another would volunteer some recollection 
of how He had said on this or that occasion that He 
would rise again. v 
The Women Tell 

They wanted to believe this blessed fact that Jesus 
had risen. Nothing could have suited them better, but 
they had not dared to hope for it. It was only as they 
remembered His words and meditated upon them that 
increasing light broke upon the darkness of their troubled 


‘minds. That the stone had been rolled away and that the 


tomb was empty ‘were facts which they had witnessed 
with their own eyes. But they were to see and hear more. 
They were to experience still greater proof of the resur- 
rection fact. 

While they were’enroute to the company of the dis- 
ciples to share with them the facts which the return of 
the dawn had revealeéd—facts which up to now had great- 
ly bewildered them—Jesus met them (Matthew 28:9, 10). 
Now they were commissioned to tell the joyful tidings 
and to arrange a meeting for Him with the disciples in 
Galilee. With what great excitement they must have 
told these things to the eleven. How incredible this all 
must have seemed to the gloomy disciples. The women 
were nearly overcome with joyful excitement because 
they had had these first-hand experiences. The disciples 
had had no such contacts up to this time and they were 
disinclined to believe the truth. They were still occu- 
pied with thoughts of death and discouragement. Now 
that their hopes had been blasted, what would they do? 
These workers with Jesus could not but dwell on their 
own plight. How would they now face the world and 
their own countrymen? Had they not been proven mis- 
guided men in their championing of the cause of Jesus? 


Christ Alive? 

How do we know that Christ is alive? We have 
three sources of testimony, namely, the Bible, Christian 
History, and the personal experience of modern Chris- 
tians. 

The principal source of our proof concerning Christ’s 
resurrection is the Bible. Here we have the oft-repeated 
evidence that the tomb of Jesus’ was open and empty on 
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that morn of long ago. The fact is asserted by friends 
and enemies alike. It was doubtless witnessed by many 
curious persons in Jerusalem soon after it was first re- 
ported. Though the guards at the tomb were paid to 
say that the disciples had come and stolen His body 
away, no one was able to point to a place where His 
body was said to have been concealed or where it was 
re-buried. The fact of the open empty tomb has never 
been successfully disputed. 

Again, here we have the testimony of those to whom 
He appeared after His resurrection from the dead. He 
proved Himself alive in their own experience. There are 
ten such post-resurrection appearances recorded in the 
New Testament. It is reasonable to suppose that there 
were many such appearances in the forty-day period fol- 
lowing the Resurrection and preceding the Ascension. 
However, we have sufficient testimony from trustworthy 
witnesses that Christ is alive. 

Again we can see from our reading of the New 
Testament that the message of a once-crucified and ever- 
living Lord became the burden of the message which the 
apostles preached. Peter’s great sermon at Pentecost is 
proof that he believed in the Resurrection and pro- 


_ claimed it with power. This was only fifty days after the 


great event. Had there been any evidence that what he 
spoke was not the truth there would have been many to 
rise up and deny it. On the contrary, there was no de- 
nial. Paul later took up the story and preached it 
throughout the known world. 

How can we account for the centuries of Christian 
history and the great progress of the church through 
these years if not as a result of the faith in the Resur- 
rection, if not because of the preaching of the faithful 
that Jesus Christ was “declared to be the Son of God 
with power, by the resurrection from the dead?” It 
was this truth which made the church possible. Had it 
not been so Christianity would have died with the death 
of the first century believers in Jesus. 

Then, too, we have the personal testimony of multi- 
tudes of individual modern Christians. Have we not 
worshipped our Lord, prayed to Him and received His 
answers to our petitions, and been conscious of His 
Presence with us and in us? No dead Christ could have 


inspired this confidence. If He be dead, then were such 


experiences impossible. “If Christ be not raised, your 
faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins,’ wrote Paul (I Cor- 
inthians 15:17). Continuing he declared with emphasis, 
“But now is Christ risen from the dead, etc.” Christ is 
alive! Of this there can be no legitimate doubt. The 
Spirit of the living God witnesseth this fact to my own 


- heart! 


A 


April 20, 1941 
First Sunday after Easter 
SPRING AND NEW LIFE 
Mark 4:26-28 
Rev. J. Lewis Thornburg, Statesville, N. C. 
Spring and new life are ideas which seem to go to- 
gether. We no sooner think spring than we also have 
thoughts of new life and freshness in nature. It is the 


‘name which we apply to that season of the year when 


that which had appeared to be dead now gives new evi- 
dences of life. Each season has its own peculiar beauty, 
but the beauty of springtime is a beauty with promise, 


_ APRIL, 1941 


the promise of more to come. Tennyson, the great En- 
glish poet, called spring “the boyhood of the year.” 

Green, the color of growing things, is predominantly 
the color of spring, for this is the season of new growth. 
All nature puts on a new and verdant dress. The dull, 
dark colors of winter are put aside; the bright, light 
shades of the primary colors are splashed upon the land- 
scape of nature’s life. All growing things put on their 
most beautiful attire to celebrate the youth of the year. 
The message they tell is one of joy and hope. Inspired 
by the bright, balmy days, the beauty in nature round 
about, and the sweet song of the birds, people celebrate 
with similar dress. 


Spring In Scripture 

The word we use for the season does not occur in 
the Bible, but the idea does. Genesis calls it “seedtime” 
and promises that as long as the world lasts there will 
be the round of the seasons in their order. Of course, 
that means when winter comes spring will also come. 
The coming of spring is the prophecy that summer will 
soon be here. When summer flies autumn is on the 
wing, and autumn heralds the approach of winter once 
more. And so the round of the seasons continues year 
after year. Perhaps the very regularity of their coming 
tends to dull our sense of wonder at their coming and 
to appreciate fully the great seasonal variety which we 
enjoy. While some of us express our preference for one 
season or another, we could scarcely afford to lose any 
one of them. A wise Providence has made ample pro- 
vision for all our needs. 

See this interesting description of spring in the Song 
of Solomon, 2:11 and 12. The winter is past, the rain 
is over and gone; the flowers appear on the earth; the 
time of the singing of birds is come, and the voice of 
the turtle is heard in our land.” Written by a Palestinian 
these words naturally describe the Palestinian spring- 
time. 


Longfellow Speaks 

Our great American poet, Henry Wadsworth Long- 
fellow, wrote: “If spring came but once in a century, 
instead of once a year, or burst forth with the sound of 
an earthquake, and not in silence, what wonder and ex- 
pectation there would be in all hearts to behold the 
miraculous change! But now the silent succession sug- 
gests nothing but a necessity. To most men only the 
cessation of the miracle would be miraculous, and the 
perpetual exercise of God’s power seems less wonderful 
than its withdrawal would be.” 

The bursting of myriads of buds on myriads of 
branches in the spring suggested a Biblical allusion to 
Longfellow. He wrote of it: “Ah, how wonderful is the 
advent of the spring—the great annual miracle of the 
blossoming of Aaron’s rod (Numbers 17:8) repeated on 
myriads and myriads of branches.” 

It is plain, then, that the new life in the plants, trees, 
shrubs, and flowers is a God-implanted life, though it be 
but a tiny, invisible germ within the bulb or seed, and 
a God-nurtured growth. He has provided the soil for 
its food and home, the sun for its warmth, the rain and 
dew for its daily refreshment. To God we owe thanks 
unbounded for the new life which surrounds us in field 
and forest, in garden and window-box, at the return of 
spring. 
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The Spring of Souls 

There is also a striking similarity between spring 
and its new life in the physical world and the new life 
which is possible for each one of us as the special ob- 
jects of God’s love and care. 

We learned in our catechetical instruction that this 
newness of life is a natural fruit of the Christian life, the 
product of our living in Christ, the Vine. “I am the Vine, 
ye are the branches,” said He to His disciples. This is 
one of the ways in which we prove to the world round 
about us that we are His, that we are planted in His 
kingdom. This relationship to Christ came to us as a 
result of our Baptism. From our earliest days we have 
had this most precious privilege of living in such inti- 
macy with Him. Have we been conscious of it? Have 
our lives been fruitful in Christian living? 

An early hymn-writer (John of Damascus, VIII 
Century) put the thought of spring-time for the soul in 
the following lines: 


“Come, ye faithful, raise the strain 
Of tcttumphant gladness; 
God hath brought His Israel 
Into joy from sadness; 


’Tis the spring of souls today: 
Christ hath burst His prison, 

And from three days’ sleep in death, 
As a sun hath tisen. 


All the winter of our sins, 
Long and dack, is flying 
From His light, to Whom we give 
Laud and praise undying.” 
Newness of Life 
But since that first Easter morn and the Resurrec- 
tion of our Lord Jesus from the tomb in Joseph’s garden, 
‘we may have the unending joy of a continuing spring 
of souls. This matter of newness of life is a daily matter 
for us. At least it is a daily possibility, and it should be 
our daily aim. Especially now that we have been privi- 
leged to benefit by our catechetical instruction and our 
‘Christian faith in all its phases is so much more mean- 
ingful to us, we should strive with increased earnestness 
to make each new day better than the last, to lay aside 
the old life as we go to bed each night, and to take up a 
new one each morning as we rise to go to the study, 
‘play and work of the new day. 


Our Latest Privilege 

No one will say that this newness of life will just 
happen of itself without any cultivation of the spiritual 
life. That we must do, as the gardener works his garden 
in order to get choice fruits and vegetables or flowers. 
So if we want spiritually fruitful lives, we must cultivate 
them with faithfulness. Jesus has said, “Herein is my 
Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye 
be my disciples.” 

There are aids to this process. The Word itself is 
the seed. We must not spare a generous sowing of it. 
“He that soweth sparingly shall also reap sparingly.” 
If we want a full and fine flowering Christian life, there 
must be a plentiful planting of that Word in our lives. 
Let us not forget daily Bible reading for that is the way 
‘we sow the Seed of the Word in the garden of our lives. 
If we acquired the practice during the days of our cate- 
chetical instruction (as we should have if we had not 
before), let us by all means continue the practice in the 
days ahead. 
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-Our latest privilege as full-fledged churchmen is to 
come to the Table of the Lord. Here is food for the 
soul; here is nourishment for the growing spiritual life 
within us. With eagerness and regularity we should par- 
take of this spiritual food. Let us not wait until we are 
older to realize this fact. Now is the time to begin faith- 
fully receiving the Sacrament of the Altar. Let not a 
single Communion season pass in the year without tak- 
ing advantage of this source of spiritual refreshment and 
nourishment. 


April 27, 1941 
Second Sunday after Easter 
LUTHERANS IN CHINA 
Matthew 28:16-20 
Rey. Paul P. Anspach, Missionary to China 
Their Total Number 

There are about 50,000 Lutherans in China. That 
may seem like a large church to some and like a small 
one to others, depending entirely upon one’s point of 
view. Comparing the total strength of our great Com- 
munion scattered throughout a large country like China 
with the numerical strength of some strongly Lutheran 
communities in America, it will naturally seem quite 
small. For example, in Berks County, Pennsylvania, 
there are said to be 50,000 Lutherans. On the other 
hand, there are whole denominations in America which 
have no greater strength than that number. By com- 
parison with the latter group, then, our strength in China 
is considerable. Lutheranism in China is not more than 
50 years old, hence this is the fruitage of but that long. 
It is doubtful if the history of the Lutheran Church in 
either the orient or the occident will show many, if any, 
countries where after only fifty years of missionary ac- 
tivity Lutherans numbered more than 50,000 adherents. 
Therefore, the total membership is encouraging, 


“United Lutheran” Strength 

Not all of these Lutherans are connected with the 
mission of the United Lutheran Church, as there are a 
number of different bodies of Lutherans at work in 
China. (They will be mentioned later.) However, there 
are some especially significant statistics to be observed 
in the case of statistics of the U. L. C. mission. For 
example, it has grown three hundred percent in fifteen 
years. (It was acquired in 1925 from the Berlin Mission- 
ary Society, Germany.) More have been baptized in the 
last five years than were baptized in the first twenty-five 
years of the mission’s history. The years 1938 and 1939 
have been the most fruitful of all. Statistics for the year 
1940 are not yet available. 


Other Evidences of Progress 

Progress in the Church is not measured alone by the 
increase in the number of Christians. There have been 
other gains which are equally as important to the well- 
being of the Church. More and more Chinese Lutheran 
congregations become self-supporting. Our two congre- 
gations in the port city of Tsingtao have now reached 
the point where they are capable of entire self-support. 
That is more difficult for rural parishes, but they, too, 
are making progress in this direction. This is also true 
in the matter of leadership. Ten years ago we did not 
have a single Chinese pastor in our mission. Now we 
have five, all of whom are capable and consecrated men. 
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A corresponding advance has been made in the number 
and quality of our lay leadership. 


Still the story of progress has not been completely 
told. The most important advance has been in the mat- 
ter of spiritual growth in the life of the Christians. In 
times past missionaries have been frequently reminded 
of the apostles’ references to the early Christians as 
“new-born babes,” not ready for the “strong meat” of 
the gospel. In China spiritual awakenings, the expe- 
rience of suffering, and growth in grace through the 
Word and Sacraments have made many of our people 
mature Christians. 


Our Mission Schools 


Our own mission, as most of our Lutheran groups 
at work there, conducts schools for the Chinese people. 
Besides those in the villages we have a high school for 
boys and girls. It was bombed several years ago, but 
fortunately there were no direct hits and only one girl 
was slightly wounded. The buildings were promptly re- 
paired and the school continues to serve the people. We 
also have a Bible Institute for the training of young 
women evangelists. The plan is to enlarge it so that 
our young men may also have the opportunity to receive 
training in this school. That will be done as quickly 
as our Board of Foreign Missions and our Women’s Mis- 
sionary Society are able to make the necessary appropria- 
tions of money. 


Then, too, we have a nurses’ school where thirty 

or forty young Chinese women are receiving training 

similar to that given our American nurses. This training 

school now has a fine new building which is a gift of our 
Women’s Missionary Society. 


Our Hospital 


In Tsingtao we have a Lutheran Hospital which was 
started about ten years ago in a very modest way. Un- 
der capable leadership it has had remarkable develop- 
ment. It cares for hundreds of patients each year and 
treats thousands more in its out-patient clinics. Quite 
recently a branch hospital has been started at Tsimo, 
one of our main stations. China needs Christian hos- 

_ pitals where the best of modern medicine may be made 
available to her sick multitudes and where they may 
come to know the Great Physician. 


Our Congregations 


Our mission has more than forty congregations. 
One of the largest is just completing a beautiful new 
church, the money for which was raised and contributed 
by The Luther League of America. It is located at 
*Tai Tung Chen, a suburb of the port city of Tsingtao. 
In connection with this church there will also be a well- 
equipped community center for social work. 


Lutheran Groups At Work 


Our mission field is located in the province of Shan- 
tung, on the coast about 400 miles north of Shanghai. 
The other groups at work in China include: From the 
United States—the Missouri Synod, the Augustana Syn- 
_ od, the Norwegian Lutheran Church, the Lutheran Free 
Church, and the Lutheran Brethren. From Europe—11 
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societies, representing Finland, Norway, Sweden, Den- 
mark, and Germany. (With the aid of a map locate the 
provinces in which they are at work. See the map sug- 
gested in the “Quarterly Helps.”) They are well dis- 
tributed in various parts of that great country and most 
of them use the national language, although those at 
work in the south use a different dialect. 


Ten of these groups have combineu to make the 
“Lutheran Church of China.” It meets in general assem- 
bly every three years. Its Council or Executive Commit- 
tee carries on its affairs in between time. These Luther- 
ans have been drawn together by a common desire for 
Christian fellowship and because of the necessity for 
cooperative work in maintaining a Board of Publication 
for the translating and publishing of Christian litera- 
ture. They also cooperate in maintaining a high-grade 
theological seminary at Shekow for the training of 
Chinese Lutheran pastors. 


Lutherans In Occupied China 


Some of our Synods are located in parts of occupied 
China. Our own United Lutheran mission is one of these 
in the territory which is nominally under the control of 
the Japanese. In such sections Chinese guerilla or ir- 
regular troops carry on their mode of warfare against 
the Japanese. Such a situation presents problems for the 
Chinese and the missionaries. Even the synods in Free 
China are very much affected by the Japanese-Chinese 
war. Here the missions are under the threat of being 
in invaded territory or are in danger of being bombed. 


Distressed Lutheran Missions 


The Lutheran Church in China carries on bravely 
under very trying conditions. Not only does the war in 
the Far East take its toll, but the war in Europe has. 
brought additional problems. The mission in Manchuria 
conducted by our Danish Lutheran brethren, those in 
central China formerly supported by our brethren in 
Norway and Finland, and those in south China estab- 
lished and supported by our German brethren have all 
had their support from the home churches stopped. They 
are absolutely cut off from their home bases. They face 
a most distressing future, unless we who can will do 
something about it. 


Lutheran World Action 


Seeing the dire distress of the many war-orphaned 
Lutheran missions throughout the world, the American 
section of the Lutheran World Convention set up an 
appeal for funds for these brethren. The appeal was 
carried on under the name of “Lutheran World Action.” 
Did you hear of the appeal in your congregation? Ii 
you did, what did you do about it? Don’t imagine tnat 
the whole matter has been adequately cared for and that 
you need not bother any more now. The need is even 
more distressing than it was when the appeal was first 
first staged. And the response to the appeal has not 
been anything like adequate. This is a matter which 
demands combined action on the part of all Lutherans 
in America. We seem to be the only ones in all the 
Lutheran world who can possibly render any financial 
assistance at this time. By all means, give! Money is 
greatly needed. Make it a generous gift. 
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SENIOR TOPICS FOR APRIL, 1941 


April 6, 1941 
Palm Sunday 
WHAT DOES CHRIST’S DEATH MEAN TO ME? 


Isaiah 53:3-6 
Rev. Karl J. Knauff, Heidelberg, Ontario 


The unbeliever cannot understand how Jesus, dying 
nineteen hundred years ago, can have any effect or ad- 
vantage for him. To him it is absolutely unreasonable 
that a man of high principles could die for sins of the 
world. It is foolishness and a stumbling block. 

But the believer knows that the death of Jesus has 
brought innumerable blessings to him. He knows that 
the voluntary sacrifice of the Son of God on the cross 
is the greatest event in the history of the world. Among 
the many blessings of Christ’s death to the believer we 
pick out only three: 

Jesus’ death teaches me a lesson in humility. 

Jesus’ death teaches me a lesson in voluntary 

sacrifice. 

Jesus’ death means the forgiveness of my sins. 


Jesus’ Death Teaches Me a Lesson in Humility 

We must ever keep in mind that Jesus was the Son 
of God. His Father had revealed it to Him on various 
occasions, viz., at His Baptism and at His Transfigura- 
tion a voice from the clouds said: “This is My beloved 
Son in Whom I am well pleased.” As the Son of God, 
Jesus had powers at His command which could have 
changed the whole history of the world. He could have 
summoned legions of angels to slay all wickedness and 
sinners. He had this power at His command at all 
times. Do not forget that He also was omniscient, i. e., 
that He knew all things at all times. It is unfair to 
compare Him with a king or dictator or any earthly 
ruler. He is more than all others combined. To Him 
belong all honor, glory, pomp, and splendor. 

When an earthly king visited our land a short time 
ago, we as a nation rose to greet him, and to give him 
the honor and the glory we thought were due toa king 
and emperor over so many millions. 

But all the splendor, all the pomp, ceremony and 
glory due him and all earthly rulers combined, cannot 
compare with the honor and glory which belong to 
Christ as He reigns in Heaven. He is the Lord of 
Heaven, unto whom all angels make obeisance. 

Yet this Glorious One entered the very depths of 
humiliation. He laid aside His kingly attributes for a 
time and left His throne in heaven to descend to the ex- 
tremity of humiliation and lowliness. 

Jesus: suffered the lowest form of death, known at 
that time in Palestine. The Romans who ruled the coun- 
try used this method of death for Jesus because it was 
the despised way of punishing criminals. Cicero wrote: 
“Let the very name of the cross be far away, not only 
from the body of a Roman citizen, but even from his 
thoughts, his eyes and his ears.” The Roman citizen was 
not punished by this cruel crucifixion for any crime. No, 
this method of death was reserved for slaves—slaves 
who were considered little more than cattle, to be bought 
or sold. This same Jesus suffered a mode of death which 
even a poor Roman citizen would not be compelled to 
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self for the multitudes of the people. The seven legions 


bear. It was too humiliating. Do not forget at the same 
time that Jesus was the Son of God, to whom the great- 
est honor and glory were due. Yet, He became obedient 
unto death, even the death of the cross—a death meet 
only for slaves, thieves and murderers. : 

Even the Jews hated the cross; they remembered the 
words of the Old Testament: “For he that is hanged is 
accursed of God.” (Deuteronomy 21:23) The Jews 
crucified criminals for one of these causes: treason, de- 
sertion in the face of the enemy, robbery, piracy, assas- 
sination, and sedition. Jesus could not be found guilty of 
one of these; yet they found an excuse. They thought 
that this method of death, this crucifixion is the most 
suitable for this Man, who blasphemed, who claimed that 
He could forgive sins. 

The Romans and the Jews who were in attendance 
when Jesus died, rejoiced to give Him the most dis- 
graceful death they could comprehend. 

He suffered humiliation when He was crucified be- 
tween two malefactors. One was a murderer and the 
other a thief. Jesus was given this place of honor be- 
tween them, in order to classify Him as a man who 
had committed crimes comparable with theirs. 

Was this a new experience for Him to suffer such 
humiliation? No, it was not. Think of the crown of 
thorns on His head, the taunting and the jests about 
Him; remember that the soldiers spit into His face; that 
they slapped Him and asked Him to prophesy who it 
was that had hit Him. Christ suffered deep humiliation 
for us. 


The Second Lesson which Christ’s Death Teaches 
Us is Voluntary Sacrifice 

We must never forget that Jesus was not compelled 
by His Father to suffer and die for us. Jesus wished to 
fulfill His Father’s purpose. We must always remember 
that He did it because He chose to die for us. Although 
Jesus’ personal desire was to die to save mankind, the 
devil tempted Him. Yet He did not waver from His 
purpose to save the world. When He entered the public 
office of His ministry, He knew that the Father had sent 
Him to-die for the world. He constantly kept this goal 
in mind wherever He went. Jesus frankly tells Peter 
(Matthew 26:53) that He could call on twelve legions 
of angels, and so escape capture by the multitude. But 
how can the Scriptures be fulfilled?- Behind the “must” — 
which Jesus uses here is the inward desire to accom- ~ 
plish all that had been planned for Him. He*had made © 
up His mind to die because He wished to sacrifice Him- — 


of angels could have aided Jesus so that he would not 
have fallen into the hands of wicked men, but Jesus per- 
sonally wished to do the will and law of God. 

We admire the sacrifice which men are making as 
they voluntarily enlist for active service overseas. They 
do it of their own free will. They are not compelled to 
do it. Those who are drafted for home defense are not 
put into a category so noble. Notice, if you will, that 
Jesus gave Himself, His whole self for His work. of 
Redemption of the world. He did it in the most noble 
way, not under compulsion but because He wished to 
make a voluntary sacrifice. 
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order into Canada or back into the United 
tates if you follow the instructions of the De- 
artment of Justice, Immigration a and Naseeias 
ion Service of the United States Government, 
yhich are as follows: 


“No travel documents are necessary for 
American citizens returning to the nai 
‘States from Canada. Of course, it will be 
necessary for your m members to establish the 
fact that they are citizens of the United 
States. For this purpose a birth certificate 
is perhaps the best evidence, but it is not 

necessary. Any other evidence such as, for 
“example, letters from postmasters, mayors, 
burgesses, prominent citizens, etc., should 
“suffice.” 


We have also the word of the Dominion Min- 
ster of Immigration and Council that everything 
vill be done to facilitate matters in entering or 
eaving Canada. 
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Sailing, sailing, over the Lake of Bays 
You're never far from sailing waters 
in Ontario, land of un ited lakes. 
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Tt is not likely we shall be called upon to make a 
choice between life and death for religious reasons. 
Japanese bandits, capturing a missionary, gave him the 
choice of two alternatives: he could burn incense before 
a heathen idol (amounting to worship of the idol) or he 
could be tortured to death according to heathen rites. 
After prayerful meditation he decided he would volun- 
tarily give up his life. Jesus had done it for him, he 
would sacrifice his life, too. 

The forgiveness of my sins is the third lesson I 
learn from Jesus’ death on the cross. When Jesus 
uttered the words from the cross: “It is finished,” He 
did not refer to His life alone but more directly to the 
fulfillment of His work. He had finished the tasks which 
the Father wished Him to do, and which He was will- 
ing to do. He had completed the work for which He was 
sent. 

With every blow of the hammer which empaled 
Jesus to the cross another of our sins was washed away. 
Every moment of pain which He endured on the cross, 
every drop of blood which He shed, had great value for 
us. This Jesus was God whose death meant for us Life 
Everlasting. The sufferings and death of Jesus brought 
us forgiveness of our sins. 

Jesus did not die alone for the friends He had made 
while He was alive on the earth, but He died for you 
and for me. He knew that in this age there would be 
young people like us who are very sinful and who need 
the forgiveness of sins. He knew that we, like sheep, 
would go astray. 

As a grain of wheat cannot produce life unless it 
dies, so the Son of God died in order to give us life. The 
penalty of our sins was met. The ransom for our sins 
was paid. It was finished.. He entered His eternal home 
to prepare mansions for us, that we might live with Him 
and all the saints from everlasting to everlasting. 


April 13, 1941 
Easter 
GREAT EASTER HYMNS INTERPRETED 
IN THE GARDEN OF LIFE 


Mrs. George W. Nicely, Johnstown, Pa. 


Music, the art which rests on love, has been called 
the Borderland Art. It is beautiful sound, vitalized by 
feeling, and it can only be grasped fully through man’s 
emotional nature. This same aesthetic sense manifests 
itself in musical words, and high, elevating poetry, with 
music of rhyme and rhythm, is brought forth. Combine 
the best of music with the highest expression of man’s 
ideals in poetry, and a hymn is born, with all its pos- 
sibilities of inspiration, uplift, and worship. 

God has a few of us 
Whom He whispers in the ear. 
The test may reason and welcome— 


His wee musicians know. 
—Browning 


Since we are “nearer God’s Heart in a Garden than 
anywhere else on earth,” we may capture the hope, the 
victorious suffering, the exulting, conquering hosannas 
expressed in our glorious Easter Hymns and place them 
in our Garden of Life, where our Risen Saviour “walks 
with us, and talks with us, and tells us we are His own.” 
li we are still and quiet within, we can hear what He 


APRIL, 1941 


tells us, in the Power of the Holy Spirit, about the 
Garden of Life. 

You young people of the present day, want some- 
thing you can believe with all your hearts and minds. 
With Ruskin you are asking three questions: “Where 
am I from?” “Where am I going?” and “What can I 
do about it?” You are told you must commit yourselves 
to something beyond yourselves—to create purposeful 
living through faith, and you cry out, “Faith in what— 
faith in whom?” The Bible, the Living, Spiritual Word 
of Love and Guidance from our Heavenly Father, has 
been pulled to pieces critically, historically, biographical- 
ly, and scientifically, by our much vaunted educational 
system, until, like pulling the petals off a daisy to prove 
it is a daisy, the Bible ceases to exist, as far as you are 
concerned, The Bible is the Book of Life, because it re- 
veals our Great, Infinite God of Love and Justice, break- 
ing into finite time and space, in the human form of His 
Son, Jesus Christ—“the Way, the Truth, and the Life”— 
and we are only asked to “believe on Him and be saved!” 


Some, like Browning, say “The acceptance of Jesus 
Christ by reason, solves every problem in the world and 
out of it;” but there is a great step farther than the ac- 
ceptance of Jesus Christ by your reason, and that is the 
acceptance of Christ as your personal Saviour by faith, 
even before your reason has become convinced. Reason 
is a purely intellectual thing. “God is Spirit, and they 
that worship Him, must worship Him in spirit and in 
truth.” It is your spirit that must accept Him in your 
Garden of Life by Faith in Him. 


God planned the way of salvation just for sinners 
like you and me, who want to be good, and can’t of our- 
selves. He sent His Son, Jesus Christ, to live a perfect 
life here, so that He would not have to die for any sin 
of His own. Then God took your sin and mine, and the 
sin of the whole world, and let Jesus carry it to the 
death on the Cross. The third day He rose again, free- 
ing us from bearing the punishment for sin, and giving 
us His free gift of Eternal Life here and now. It is 
believing that He did that for you, that saves you by 
accepting Jesus Christ as your personal Saviour and 
Lord. 

In the midst of a terrible storm at sea, a boat filled 
with human lives was in danger of being destroyed. Men 
on shore put out a life boat, only to be dashed to pieces. 
A second attempt was made—people on shore cried to 
the men: “But you will never come back.’ The answer 
was shouted, “We don’t have to come back.” The men 
hastened to the rescue. Would not the people on the 
sinking vessel have been foolish or insane, to have 
reasoned: “I believe in the life boat coming to our res- 
cue; I believe the life-saving men are heroic and brave, 
but I shall not get into the boat.” Many foolish ones are 
refusing “to live, move, and have their being in Christ” 
by Faith. 

Won't you take Him as your Saviour, now? 


The Garden of Sacrifice 
Old Testament: sacrifice to God of the first fruits of 
the field, the spotless lambs from the flock, was an effort 
on man’s part to reach out to God, in atonement for his 
sins and transgressions of law. The New Testament 
Sacrifice is the effort of God to reach man’s understand- 
ing and heart—to tell him of Divine Love and Forgive- 
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ness, by giving of His Own Self to man through Christ 
Jesus—the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sins 
of the world. The Divine and human meet in giving and 
receiving Love and forgiveness through the Divine Sac- 
rifice. Sin is something that stops and dams, with human 
resistance, the flow of the Holy Spirit from God—“God 
in action through men.” Without the shedding of blood 
there is no remission of sins. 
A few weeks ago my husband and I were calling on 
a parishioner, who had a great deal of physical suffering 
and sickness in her family. We heard an aeroplane fly- 
ing overhead, and expressed gratitude that it was not 
dropping bombs. “Yes,” said the friend, “but isn’t it 
strange that all through history there has had to be so 
much blood shed? My husband quickly replied, “There 
is a difference between blood shed through, for, and in 
hate, and the blood shed through, for, and in Divine 
Love.” 
The Garden of Surrender and Consecration 
Sometimes we have a mistaken idea that the word 
“surrender” implies weakness, softness, cowardice, when, 
in reality, it is the strongest, most heroic word in our 
vocabulary. It seems more desirable to build up our own 
self-importance, to unify our personalities around Self, 
with a capital letter, and make Self our false, illusive 
god. We would like to sing, with Hitler youth, “Joy to 
Strength,” and strut our stuff. That is the serpent’s de- 
ception in our Garden of Life. Only as we center our 
self-hood in Christ—let His mind be in us—can we real- 
ize that we, as sinners, need not go limping through 
Eternity. Every victory won, is by yielding ourselves to 
Him, and letting Him work through us. Non-Christian 
people are judging the Father through you and me—a 
tremendous responsibility, but a great stimulating 
thought! God is in you reconciling the world to Himself. 
Martin Luther has given us the most satisfying 
definition of what it is to be a Christian. 
“Christian—the name received from Christ, Who is 
never far from any of us, always near, received as we 
believe on Him, and mutually become a Christ to one 
another, in that we deal with our neighbor, even as 
Christ deals with us.” 
Oh, I’m so glad—content 
Need not live on pleasure bent. 
Skies o’erhead, translucent, blue 


Heart within, at peace and true, 
Submerged by Love Above! 


Evil hate must be destroyed 

By Spicit-filled lives, pure, unalloyed, 
Reflecting Christ’s conquering Love. 
Christ, who dwells in all so near, 
Banishes sinful, deadly fear 

At the flaming foot of the Cross. 


Young folk—list—cast off your cate, 
Surrender to Christ, to live, to dare, 
Purified, purged from dross. 

—H. W. N. 


The Garden of Eternal Life 

You can kneel, and give your all, and rise up and be 
Christian, open your garden gate, and bring Him in. 
And, if you do, on Easter Day, you will see Him walk- 
ing in the sunlight in the Garden of Life, for the stone 
has been rolled away. The Risen Lord appeared only to 
His followers. “Open our eyes that we may see Visions 
of Truth Thou givest us.” 
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They are not dead, who live 

In lives they leave behind. 

In those whom they have blessed 
They live again 

And shall live through the year’s 
Eternal Life, and grow 

Each day more beautiful 

As time declares their good, 
Forgets the rest, and proves 
Their Immortality. 


For our absent loved ones, 
We implore Thee, that we 
Remain worthy of their love. 


—Robert Louis Stevenson 


One of the delights of Chautauqua life in the vaca- 
tion months, is to hear Handel’s “Messiah” presented 
by a chorus of several hundred voices, accompanied by 
symphony orchestra, organ, and piano. The great Halle- 
lujah Chorus, written by Handel, after he was stricken 
with blindness, in 1751 (his vision, set to music) lifted us 
from the sordid earth to Paradise of God. I saw a great 
chorus, assembled before the shining White Throne. 
Most intently did I listen to their song of triumph to the 
King of Kings, telling of His wondrous achievements, 
and of the universality and permanency of His Reign. 
The patriarchs, prophets, apostles, church fathers, mar- 
tyrs, reformers, together with the angels of God, and 
all the redeemed of the ages, joined in one grand, tri- 
umphant strain— 

For He shall reign forever and ever, 


King of Kings, and Lord of Lords! 
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 


April 20, 1941 
First Sunday after Easter 
CHRISTIAN CHARACTER—HAPPINESS 


Matthew 5:3-12 
Rey. Paul M. Kinports, D.D., Philadelphia, Pa. 


We have noticed that in the case of every good 
building, especial attention is paid to the foundation. A 
great building must stand on a solid foundation. We 
recall one of our churches in Baltimore, when it came 
to rebuild, found that the ground was too soft to hold 
the large building they were going to build to the glory 
of God. As good builders they made sure of their foun- 
dation. They knew their whole building depended on 
that. So at the expense of several thousands of dollars, 
they contracted for special machinery to bore down to 
bedrock to lay a solid foundation. No builder is so 
foolish as to think that he can ignore the foundation. 

Just so with character, the fundamentally essential 
thing is the foundation. If the foundation is not right, 
the building cannot stand. It may stand for a while, but 
soon it will show the weakness of that on which it is 
resting. And if a storm comes, it will tremble, shake, 
crack, and often fall. 

Man’s character is just like that. If the funda- 
mental beliefs and ideas are not right, the building will 
shake and crack. It will fall at some time or other. Say 
what anyone will, any other foundation than the founda- 
tion of Christ, the Christian religion, will crack. It can- 
not stand up. It has inherent weaknesses which are 
bound to show themselves, and more or less disastrously. 

You cannot weave your character out of shoddy 
material and expect that it will keep its color and stand 
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the wear. Wear will show its inferior qualities. Only 
pure wool will stand the wear and tear of life. See that 
your character is pure, all-wool. 

Character is being tested right along. It must be 
true blue, or it will show its weaknesses. 

The character of a man is his own manufacture, but 
a Christian character is only possible through the Divine 
Spirit on the heart. 


Christian Character 

The Christian character is higher than all others, 
because it is most like Christ’s; it has in its structure 
grander elements than are found in any other. 

The character of men ought to be their capital, they 
should prize it above their riches. How much more 
should the Christian prize his character, since it tran- 
scends in glory and importance that of any other man! 

Character should not be thought of like a garment, 
finished and not capable -of improvement. Christian 
character may become grander, but there is also a possi- 
bility of a deterioration and becoming utterly destroyed. 

Happiness of Christian Character 

How shall I find happiness? After all, isn’t every- 
body looking for happiness? This point of view is pre- 
sented so frequently and so earnestly that we should 
look more closely at it to see just what is involved. 

There is a real and worthy sense in which life is and 
should be a pursuit of happiness, in which all who live 
well live to achieve it. What do people mean by “happi- 
ness” when such statements are made? What is happi- 
ness? Comfort, satisfaction, enjoyment, all of these or 
perhaps none of these, for it is not conditioned upon 
them. And it is to be distinguished from pleasure, for it 
is more serene, more rational; and while pleasure is 
transient, real happiness is abiding and eternal. 

Some may feel that however you describe happiness 
it is too self-centered to be worthy of a Christian goal. 
Those who approve of happiness see in it a high ideal, 
describe it as a deep, inner sense of satisfaction—a 
“thrill” which has more in it than a momentary excite- 
ment. 

How do people find such satisfaction? What makes 
us happy? Let us see if we get any help by examining 
our own feelings. (Use the suggestions for a check on 
“How Much Satisfaction Do You Feel,” as presented 
in the ‘‘Luther League Topics.’’) 

Happiness Contents 

Many elements are combined in a happy Christian 
life. Just as a cake has many rich ingredients and a good 
book has many interesting chapters, so must many 
wholesome habits and virtues be mixed in our characters 
if we are to make life count. 

The table of contents might be arranged by making 
an acrostic outline out of the word “happy” as for ex- 
ample: 

H-—Health carefully preserved. 
A—Attitudes properly shown. 
P—Prayer daily. 
P—Perseverance in good work. 
Y—Yearning for the right. 


H—Health. Good health is one of the great joys 
of life. Sometimes it is not appreciated until it is lost. 
We should be temperate in our habits. We should be 
careful to get sufficient sleep, proper exercise and proper 
diet. Where there is a will there is a way. 
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A—Attitudes. So much of our happiness depends 
upon wholesome attitudes. One cannot be a grouch and: 
expect to be happy in the presence of other people or 
when left to his own unpleasant reflections. Our own 
good spirit will counteract depression and ill will and 
help lift others out of the gloom. 

P—Prayer, .Prayer is an expression of our devotion 
to God. Constantly we need God’s help: We have temp- 
tations to meet and difficulties to overcome. Prayer is our 
greatest privilege. More can be accomplished for our 
happiness by prayer than we dream of. 

P—Perseverance. The story of the world’s trium- 
phant work is largely that of persistent effort. Theodore 
Roosevelt coined the awkward word, “stick-to-it-ive- 
ness,’ just old-fashioned perseverance. Jesus exhorted 
men to persevere in prayer. The star athlete must train 
hard daily if he would win a prize. Little is gained by 
going through a course of exercises today and forgetting 
them tomorrow. Anything worth having is worth work- 
ing for steadily and in so doing happiness is achieved. 

Y—Yearning. This is a tender word. Lovers, when 
parted, yearn for each other. A mother yearns for the 
health of a sick child. A good man yearns for a closer 
walk with God and for an answer to his prayers. Jesus 
yearned to help people. To that end He mingled with 
outcasts and restored the sick. He knew a joy that even 
the pain of the cross could not kill. 

But before we leave our subject let us look at the 
life story of a man who did not depend on outward hap- 
penings for his joy. All of us know of Robert Louis 
Stevenson, who wrote, “Treasure Island,’ that story 
of thrilling adventure—the writer whose poems are so 
happy that all children enjoy them. There is not a hint 
in the poems or stories that Stevenson was not perfectly 
well. Yet he was dying of tuberculosis. He wrote in a 
letter: “For fourteen years I have not had a day of real 
health. I have wakened sick and gone to bed weary—the 
battle still goes on—ill or well is a trifle so long as it goes.” 

Let us think of Jesus also as a person who spoke 
of his life as a happy and joyous one, and see that we, 
too, may under all circumstances maintain our Christian 
character that all our days may be days of happiness. 


April 27, 1941 
Second Sunday after Easter 
WHY KEEP ON WITH SCHOOL OR GO 
TO COLLEGE? 
Proverbs 2:1-9 
Rev. Earl S. Rudisill, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Life has never been easy except for a few persons. 
And they have usually made a wreck of it. In the con- 
fused world of today both living and making a living 
have become much more difficult. Employment is hard 
to find. Moral thinking and living have declined. Cultural 
refinement has dropped out of many lives. Was there ever 
a time when the need of education was more evident? 

Education has a three-fold purpose. It should fit 
us to get a living, to live a life, and to mould a world. In 
other words, education is first for vocation, second for 
leisure and character, and third for citizenship. 


Education for a Living or for a Vocation 
Every young person must prepare to follow some 
vocation. If he does not prepare, some vocation, per- 
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haps an undesirable one, will be forced upon him, for 
every one must earn a living. Short-cut preparation ap- 
pears desirable to some folks, but it is a deceiver. The 
person with adequate preparation is the person who will 
have the advantage. The background of as much educa- 
tion as possible is by far the most desirable prepara- 
tion. “The broader the base the higher the pinnacle,’ 
The superior type of man or woman is the one with a 
ready understanding, broad sympathy, an active curi- 
osity, a keen imagination, a fair degree of self-confidence 
and a large degree of self-security. 

Young minds, through education, are brought into 
contact and acquaintance with the principal bodies of 
valid knowledge and the method whereby such knowl- 
edge is gained and enlarged. While the attainment of 
knowledge is not the only purpose of education, it is a 
mighty important one. Only on truth can a sturdy life of 
faith be built. : 


Education To Live a Life, or For Leisure 

Education to live a life is now becoming much more 
than a luxury. We are told that as the efficiency of 
machinery and modern life becomes greater, our income 
of commodities and services will be satisfied with fewer 
and fewer hours of work. This means that education for 
the many free hours becomes a logical necessity. 

Much of the glory and enjoyment of living is lost 
because many folks fail to apprehend and appreciate 
beauty, truth and goodness. The uncultivated life is cer- 
tain to miss a great deal. The enrichment of life requires 
that we learn through selected experiences to see, value 
and enjoy beauty, truth, and virtue wherever found. 
Nature, human life, art, music, literature—all have a 
great deal to offer. 

Education teaches young men and young women to 
live with their contemporaries, their peers. Such living 
cannot all be learned from a set of lectures or a course 
of study. It must be accomplished by living together. 
It is in this realm that co-education makes one of its 
richest contributions. Adjustments to one’s own sex, to 
the opposite sex, and to one’s elders is a vital necessity 
in the world today. 

Everyone must have a philosophy of life and every- 
one gains some sort of outlook which guides his think- 
ing and living. But the philosophy of most folks is based 
on a few facts which are combined with many make- 
believes. Education enables one to build a way of think- 
ing and believing based on the largest possible amount 
of sound knowledge, and a very minimum of the un- 


reliable. If such a philosophy is gained in a Christian 
school, it lends itself to Christian faith, and helps one 
reach over into the spiritual realm. 


Education To Mould a World, or For Citizenship 

Today more than ever before, we need men and 
women who can mould a world or who are qualified to 
act as citizens. And training for such can only be ob- 
tained by means of education. A person qualified to act 
as a citizen of the world should have a balanced judg- 
ment, and the habit of weighing evidence. He knows the 
peril of easy solutions, he sees through quacks, he is a 
judge of men; he knows that the selfish interest defeats 
itself; he considers the future as well as the present ad- 
vantage; he knows that the far-away is as important as 
the close-at-hand; and he has the fear of the Lord which 
is the beginning of wisdom. 


There are many boys and girls who are excellent 
scholars; they are devoted to things of the mind, are 
lovers of knowledge, are good fellows bound for a full 
and cultivated life. But they fail to qualify as a citizen 
of the world and would be lost in trying to mould a 
world. Such people are self-centered, short-sighted and 
credulous. They have no nerve in facing the unknown, 
they dream no dreams of a nobler world and have no 
energy for its accomplishment. They are not educated 
to balance or unbalance a world. As the writer of 
Proverbs says in the fourth chapter aad the fifth verse, 
“Get wisdom, get understanding.” And also in the sev- 
enth verse, “Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore, 
get wisdom: and with all thy getting get understanding.” 
Get understanding so that you can mould a world and be 
a good citizen. 


If You Are Going To College 

If you have decided on more education than the 
High School can give to better fit yourself for a voca- 
tion, for your leisure time or for citizenship; then seri- 
ously consider higher education in a Christian institu- 
tion. A Christian institution of higher learning assists 
young minds to apprehend the spiritual in the midst of 
the facts of science, the assumptions of philosophy, the 
wonders of literature and the mysteries of human life 
itself. It leads them in the deepest sense to know Christ 
as God, as Revealer, Teacher, Saviour—the Leader of 
men. It enables them on the highest plane to find God in 
everything. It leads them to the conclusion that faith 
and knowledge need not clash, and that faith, based on 
fact, rises far above all that man can prove. So go to 
a Christian college or school if possible. 


YOUNG (PEOPLE'S “[ORIG Sar fk) hise/ Aas elaeet 
Theme For The Month—"SONGS OF THE REDEEMED” 


(A Study of Christian Hymns) 


April 6, 1941 
Palm Sunday 
SONGS OF THE LORD’S PASSION 
Hebrews 13:12-15 
Rev. George C. Ackerly, Rensselaer, N. Y. 
During the Passion Season the hearts of Christians 
are drawn especially to the suffering of Jesus. There is 
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one Sunday, however, Palm Sunday, when the note is 
that of joy. When the people cried, “Hosanna in the 
Highest—Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the 
Lord.” From the earliest days of the Christian a happy 
note is manifest on Palm Sunday. 

The hymn, “All Glory, Laud, and Honor,” which is 
the first hymn listed for Palm Sunday in the Common 
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Service Book, was written by St. Theodulph, Bishop of 
Orleans, while he was imprisoned in the cloister at 
Angers. There is a story that the Emperor Louis the 
first, taking part in the Palm Sunday Procession, A. D. 
821, heard the Bishop singing this hymn (composed for 
the occasion) from the open window of his cell and was 
so delighted that he set him free and restored him to 
his Bishopric. This, however, is not true for he died in 
prison in 821. The hymn was used in the Palm Sunday 
processions in the French and English churches. Neale’s 
translation gives us six verses with the first repeated as 
a chorus. In the original hymn there were thirty-nine 
verses; but this was not too long in olden times, because 
the processions went out-of-doors, sometimes to the 
gates of the town, and when the gates were shut several 
boys climbed to the top of the gate-house and sang from 
that place. The original hymn is based on Psalm 24:7-10, 
“Lift up your heads—O ye gates . . .”—118:25. “O Lord, 
I beseech Thee, send now prosperity.” —Matthew 21:1-17 
—in which is included the Palm Sunday Lesson. The 
music—St. Theodulph—is from a small tract of six leaves 
containing the hymn by Herberger, “Valet will ich dir 
geben” and two melodies set to it by Melchior Teschner 
in 1615. The present version of melody and harmony is 
bysJ.iS. ‘Bach. 


“Ride On! Ride On In Majesty!” 

Henry Hail Milman, the author of the hymn, “Ride 
On! Ride On In Majesty!” was dean of St. Paul’s. The 
hymn is the story of our Lord’s entry into Jerusalein 
to die on the cross. Palm Sunday draws to a close; the 
joyous note is dimmed and Christians throughout the 
world follow along the Via Doloroso with Christ. 


What Martin Luther Said About Music 


Some of the most beautiful, devotional, and inspir- 
ing hymns of the church find their place in the Passion 
Season. It is not in the singing alone but in ‘singing from 
the heart. Martin Luther said, “Next to Theology it is 
to music that I give the highest place and the greatest 
honor.” And one day when some fine music was being 
performed, he exclaimed, “If our Lord God has shed 
forth such wondrous gifts on this earth which is no 
better than a dark nook, what may we not expect in that 
Eternal Life in which we shall be perfected!” D’Aubig- 
nes, in his History of the Reformation, says: “The church 
was no longer composed exclusively of monks and friars; 
it was the assembly of the faithful; all were to take part 
in worship; and congregational singing was to take the 
Place of the priests’ chanting. Luther, in translating the 
Psalms, had in view their adaptation to be sung in the 
churches. Thus, a taste for music was disseminated 
throughout the nation. Fiske has said, “Let me write 
the hymns of a singing church and I care not who 
preaches the sermons.” Dr. Reed says, “When logic 
Stops, music begins. Music lingers in memory and keeps 
alive the Word which would .be forgotten without rae 
association of music. The melody brings to mind the 
Word.” It attracts, appeals, awakes, and has an aesthetic 
quality. Yet how often one notices during the “Morning 
Service” people standing with the Common Service Book 
in their hands, the ‘book open to the page, but lips tight- 
ly closed. So the dignified and uplifting service of the 
church is passed lightly by; so, too, with the hymns of 
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the church. Perhaps the same might be said in Luther 
League meetings and in the Church School. 


It seems as if it should be natural for the Christian 
to express his Praise, Faith, Love and Devotion to God 
in song. These “Songs of the Redeemed,” how careless- 
ly and disinterestedly we have sung them; through the 
Passion Season, Easter and the Ascension. The words in 
these hymns are the expression of the lives men lived in 
their relation to Christ and the Father and to their 
fellow-men. 


Passion Music 

This “Passion Season” eyes, thought and hearts are 
turned to the cross of Jesus. Perhaps, we, too, at the 
beginning of this Lenten Season said, “Behold we go up 
to Jerusalem,” and sincerely meant it, in a spirit of 
humility on our part and in love and devotion to Christ. 
We noticed the change of music in “The Service.” The 
Gloria Patri set to the more somber but beautifully rich 
setting by Stainer—The sentence after the Epistle les- 
son—instead of “The Hallelujah”—“Christ hath humbled 
Himself and become obedient unto death; even the death 
of the Cross.” Let us read again the words of these Pas- 
sion hymns. Could we imagine ourselves as the writer, 
when he lived and where, and the conditions—who knows 
what unexpected resources we shall find in them? 


“Sacred Head Now Wounded” 

The hymn, “Sacred Head Now Wounded,” is based 
on a Latin Hymn of Bernard of Clairvaux, translated by 
Gerhardt. Dearmer says, “The nature of German Piet- 
istic hymnody made it fitting that Gerhardt, the greatest 
Lutheran hymnwriter after Luther himself, should be 
the author of the free translation (more fervent and more 
spiritual than the original) which is associated with so 
great a musical tradition.” Dr. Philip Schoff says, “This 
classical hymn has shown in three tongues, Latin, Ger- 
man and English, and in three confessions, Roman, Re- 
formed and Lutheran, with equal effect the dying love of 
our Savior and our boundless indebtedness to Him. When 
Bernard of Clairvaux established his monastery in 1112 
—it was in a vale called Wormwood (meaning bitter). 
But so remarkable was his leadership—and his spiritual 
life so inspiring and captivating—that the name of this 
vale was changed to “Clairvaux—Valley of Light.” 

Here is Bernard of Clairvaux in a little cell in his 
monastery. He is kneeling before the crucifix. Thoughts 
are going back to the day when Christ was on earth— 
when he suffered and died on the cross. Thus there is 
born this “Passion Hymn” of 50 lines each, ‘to the hands, 
feet, knees, breast, side and heart of Jesus and sacred 
head of Jesus, as He hangs upon the cross. It is from 
the last section addressed to the head, “Salve Caput 
Cruentatum,” that our English hymn is taken. Thought- 
fully and reverently we sing the words. Perhaps there 
comes to us this thought: “This have I done for Thee, 
what hast thou done for me?” The last stanza has been 
associated with the death of many eminent Christians. 
Bach used the chorale five times in his St. Matthew’s 
Passion. 


“When I Survey The Wondrous Cross” 
“When I survey the Wondrous Cross”—Matthew 
Arnold heard this hymn sung the last Sunday of his life 
and thought it the finest hymn in the language. Shortly 
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before his death he was overheard repeating the third 


stanza: 


“See from His head, His hands, His feet 
Sorrow and love fow mingled down, 
Did e’et such love and sorrow meet 
Or thorns compose so tich a crown?”’ 


This poem, “When I°Survey The Wondrous Cross,” 
appeared in the first of “Young Mr. Watts” (as he was 
called) books, Hymns and Spiritual Songs, and must 
have been written before he was thirty-three. He wrote 
over 600 hymns. Isaac Watts was brought up among 
the Independents. At 28 he was a pastor in a distin- 
guished Independent Congregation in Mark Lane, Lon- 
don, where he remained until his death. He was per- 
haps the first to say that ‘““Psalmody” was inadequate to 
express the Christian Life. He has been called the first 
successful pioneer of the “Modern Hymn Book.’ In 
looking over “Notes on Hymnology” of a Student at 
Mt. Airy, I see alongside the name “Watts” this note, 
“Memorize #97 ‘When I Survey the Wondrous Cross’.” 
H. E. Jacobs says, “Its greatness lies in stating in simple 
language universal truth.” There are many other help- 
ful, inspiring hymns of this season in our “Common 
Service Book.” 


April 13, 1941 
Easter 
SONGS OF THE LORD’S RESURRECTION 


I Corinthians 15:20-22; 55-57 
Rey. George C. Ackerly, Rensselaer, N. Y. 


Recently I picked up a copy of The New York 
Tribune, dated March 23, 1940. It was Saturday, the 
day before Easter. I looked through the pages of 
“Church News for Easter Day.” In large letters at the 
top of the page were the words: “Joyous Easter Music 
to Mark the Observance of the Resurrection in the 
Churches of the City.” , 

It mentioned a dawn service at Radio City Music 
Hall and a choir of 250 voices selected from choirs of the 
Church of the Good Shepherd in Brooklyn, New York. 
The programs of music in the churches listed such hynins 
as: “I Know That My Redeemer Liveth,” “Christ The 
Lord Is Risen Today,” “Come, Ye Faithful, Raise The 
Strain,” “The Day of Resurrection,’ “Welcome, Happy 
Morning” and others. 

I thought of the Easter Dawn Service at the “Hol- 
lywood Bowl.” The sun coming up, a great choir and 
orchestra—a great congregation of people singing in 
exultation, “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today, Alleluia!” 


“Come, Ye Faithful” and “The Day of Resurrection” 

Two of these hymns, “Come, Ye Faithful, Raise 
The Strain? and “The Day of Resurrection,” were writ- 
ten by St. John Damascene at the lonely Monastery of 
Mar Saba about ten miles from Jerusalem. We read, 
“A certain Cosmas was on sale as a slave in Damascus. 
A citizen attracted by his appearance, bought him and 
made him tutor to his son, who was our John of 
Damascus.” Some years later Cosmas retired with John 
of Damascus to the Monastery at Mar Saba which was 
located in a rocky, desolate region, situated on a high 
cliff. One looks five hundred feet down from its wall to 
the river Kedron. The rocks on either side are almost 
perpendicular. The chapel of the Monastery and other 
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parts are hewn out of solid rocks and there, for more 
than a thousand years, the Monks have held their daily 
and nightly services. Yet amid this loneliness, these joy- 
ful Easter Hymns were written—Hymns that inspire 
confidence, faith and triumphant joy. 

“The Day of Resurrection” is sung in the East at 
midnight. In the Greek Church on Easter Eve a solemn 
service was held. Shortly before midnight, the arch- 
bishop and the priests, the king and queen, left the 
church and took their places outside on a raised plat- 
form. The priest chanted softly. At midnight a cannon 
fired—the archbishop raised the cross and joyfully ex- 
claimed, ‘Christ Is Risen.” The people who have 
gathered about with their candles, light them quickly. 
Through the crowd runs the words, “Christ Is Risen— 
Christ Is Risen!” Finally, taking up the strains of the 
hymn, “The Day of Resurrection.” 


“Welcome, Happy Morning” 

The hymn, “Welcome, Happy Morning,” was written 
by Fortunatus, the sixth century. He was born near 
Treirso in Italy, about 530 A. D., and was educated at 
Revenna, spending the most of his time in oratory and 
poetry. While a student he became almost blind, but 
recovered his sight (he believed miraculously) by an- 
nointing his eyes with oil, taken from a lamp that had at 
one time burned before the altar of St. Martin of Tours. 
In gratitude of the recovery of his sight he made a pil- 
grimage to the shrine of St. Martin of Tours in 365 
A. D. and decided to spend the rest of his days there. He 
was made Bishop of Poitiers shortly before his death. 


“The Strife Is O’er, The Battle Done!” 

“The Strife Is O’er, The Battle Done!” is a Latin 
hymn of an unknown period. Hunton says of the hymn, 
“It is the expression of the Christian as he welcomes 
Easter with its message of victory.” It is interesting to 
note the source of the tune, “Victory.” You will note 
in our “Common Service Book,” hymn 109, it says, 
“Arranged from Palestrina, 1591.” Giovanni Pierluigi 
was born at Palestrina, a town twenty miles from Rome, 
in 1514. At twenty-six years of age he went to Rome 
to study music. Returning to his home town he came, 
ever after, to be known by that name Palestrina. In 
1551 he returned to Rome. The music of the church in 
that day was badly in need of reform. The solemn tones 
of the chant were no longer heard, but in its place they 
resorted to music from secular sources—very inappro- 
priate for church. 

The task of creating a style of music churchly, dig- 
nified and beautiful, fell to’ Palestrina. Pope Pius IV 
directed him to compose a Mass which should be the 
ideal church music. The musician set to work with en- 
thusiasm and produced a work which is considered to be 
the model of sacred musical composition. It is known 
as the “Missa Papae Marcelli; The Mass of Pope Mar- 
cellus.” The tune, “‘Victory,” is arranged from Pales- 
trina. One feels the strength, dignity and eternity of the 
hymn. 

Luther’s Easter Hymn 

“Christ Jesus Lay In Death’s Strong Bands” is 
called Luther’s Easter Hymn. It is based on a Latin 
Hymn of the eleventh or twelfth century. The com- 
poser of the tune, Johann Walther, was a bass singer in 
the choir at Torgan in 1524. Luther, knowing his ability, 
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called him to Wittenberg to assist in the preparation of 
the music for the service of the church. 

Richard Massie came of an old English family. He 
was wealthy and could devote his time to literature. He 
published a translation of Martin Luther’s “Spiritual 
Songs’—1854, among which is found, “Christ Jesus Lay 
In Death’s Strong Bands.” 


Easter Hymn Par Excellence 

“Jesus Christ Is Risen Today, Alleluia!” Common 
Service Book, hymn 113. In many of our churches this 
hymn will be one of the three or four that will be sung. 
The “Easter Hymn par excellence” it has been called. 
It is based upon an Easter Carol which appeared first in 
three German and Bohemian manuscripts of the 14th 
century and in “Lyra Davidica, 1708. The second stanza: 

“Hymns of Praise then let us sing, Alleluia! 

Unto Christ our heavenly King, Alleluia! 


Who endured the Cross and grave, Alleluia! 
Sinners to redeem and save, Alleluia!” 


The jubilant melody and the words of the hymn, 
especially the second stanza, seem to express the joy 
and hope of Easter Day. 


Easter Day 

As we have gone over these Easter Hymns, we note 
that many of them have come to us down through the 
centuries. They have grown old with the church, yet 
ever new. How we long for and look for the Easter 
Season! How thrilling the Service is on Easter Morning! 
Long before time the church is crowded. The choir is 
robed and ready, waiting quietly—expectantly, for those 
first thrilling notes of the processional. Now through the 
church the music of the great organ rolls. Every person 
in the choir and congregation seems filled with the spirit 
of the day. The words of the hymn call to mind that 
scene the first Easter Morn and even as we sing our 
hearts are at the tomb. We hear the angel say—even as 
he said to the women that first day—He is risen, He is 
not here: Behold the place where they laid Him. But go 
your way, tell His disciples and Peter that He goeth 
before you into Galilee.” 

We listen to the jubilant music, the lessons for 
Easter Day—The Resurrection of our Lord—with their 
triumphant note. Then we kneel before the Altar and 
receive “The Sacrament.” What thoughts are rushing 
through our minds! 


“Here, O my Lord, I see Thee face to face; 
Here do I touch and handle things unseen; 
Here gcasp with firmer hand th’ eternal grace 
And all my weariness upon Thee lean. ° 


“TI have no help but Thine; Nor do I need 
Another arm save Thine to lean upon; 
It is enough, my Lord, enough indeed: 
My sttength is in Thy might, Thy might alone.” 
The day passes, but in our hearts we carry still, The 
Word, the hymns—The victorious note of Easter Day. 


April 20, 1941 
First Sunday after Easter 
SONGS OF THE LORD’S ASCENSION 
Ephesians 1:15-23 
Rev. George C. Ackerly, Rensselaer, N. Y. 
A part of the Collect for The Ascension of our Lord 
says, “So may we also in heart and mind thither ascend, 
and with Him continually dwell.” 
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Some years ago, downtown in New York City, 1 
saw outside of Trinity Church the notice of a service at 
11:30 A. M. It was “Ascension Day.” Inside, the church 
was crowded with men and women who wanted on that 
day to forget about business for a while and to lift their 
hearts and minds to Jesus. The altar of the church was 
beautifully banked with roses. A number of violins 
played with the organ. The singing and the service was 
such as to lift one up in heart and mind. 

Sometimes one has heard “How Lovely Is Thy 
Dwelling Place,” Brahms, or perhaps the choral from 
“Finlandia” and then with closed eyes felt as if they were 
floating off into space! But there is also, shall we say, 
the practical side of the Lord’s Ascension. Jesus said, 
“Go ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel to every 
creature.” We receive from Him, we must also give. 


Albert Schweitzer 

The autobiography of Albert Schweitzer is a very 
interesting one. As a man he seems to fit in with the 
spirit of Ascension Day. The words in the Gospel Les- 
son seem appropriate to Him, “Go ye.” Among other 
things he was a celebrated organist, the author of an 
outstanding book on John Sebastian Bach and his music. 
Catalogues of ‘‘Recordings” today contain great hymns 
of the church as well as other works played by him on 
the organ. Theology, music—finally the study of medi- 
cine and surgery. Why the latter? One day on his desk 
he found a tract from the President of the “Paris Mis- 
sionary Society.” It was an appeal for missionaries. to 
carry on the work in the northern province of the Congo 
Colony. He read it over and finishing knew that he was 
destined to be a missionary to that colony. He was 
one who was lifted up with music and song, vet heard 
the voice of the Master saying, “Go ye.” 


Ascension Hymns 

The hymns for the “Ascension” bring us to that last 
scene of Jesus with His disciples. Authors and composers 
have set to music the words and thoughts to recreate and 
renew the scene and its meaning to us. 

The hymn, “See The Conqueror Mounts. In Tri- 
umph,” was written by Christopher Wordsworth in 1862. 
He was a nephew of the poet Wordsworth and one of 
England’s greatest scholars. He seems to have dis- 
cerned the large place which hymns would fill and the 
impression they would make upon the church. Like Wes- 
ley and Luther, he looked upon hymns as invaluable in 
impressing upon the mind the great doctrines of the 
Christian Church. Read thoughtfully the words of the 
hymn, “See The Conqueror Mounts In Triumph.” 

“A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing.” This hymn was 
written by “The Venerable Bede.” He was born in Eng- 
land about 673 and died in 735. The most of his life was 
spent at the Monastery of Wearmouth and Yarrow. 
Among the many works of Bede was a Book of Hymns 
in which this “Ascension Hymn” is found. What joy of 
spirit seems to ring out as we sing the words to the tune- 
ful melody in the hymnal. Yet some 1200 years ago they 
were written by this monk Bede in a monastery in 
England. 

“Draw Us To Thee, Lord Jesus.” The preceding 
hymns of the Ascension have been hymns that we wanted 
to sing in a joyful, victorious way. We would want them 
up to time and the choir singing out the victorious 
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words. This hymn, “Draw Us To Thee, Lord Jesus” is 
a prayer and calls for a prayerful meditative spirit. We 
recall to our minds the disciples as they looked on one 
time while Jesus prayed and as they watched Him they 
saw the radiance of His face and said, “Lord, teach us 
to pray.” Can we put ourselves in the prayer spirit as 
we sing this hymn, “Draw Us To Thee, Lord Jesus?” 


“Crown Him With Many Crowns” 

Among other hymns listed as suitable for the As- 
cension, is the hymn, “Crown Him with Many Crowns.” 
This was written by Matthew Bridges in 1851. He was 
one of a group who joined the “Oxford Movement” of 
that day and finally went over to the “Roman Church.” 
It is said that he wrote many beautiful and spiritual 
hymns for the church of his adoption. 


The hymn tune, “Diademata,” the first tune in our 
Common Service Book was written by George J. Elvey. 
He was born at Canterbury, England, and was educated 
as a chorister in the Canterbury Cathedral School. I 
wonder what he thought as a boy as he looked down 
through the long nave of the cathedral or as he passed, 
at times, the thrones on which former kings and queens 
had sat when they were crowned at Canterbury? He 
knew the story of the stone steps upon which the Canter- 
bury Pilgrims ascended on their knees. Someone has 
said, ‘“No one could be long in his presence without be- 
ing struck by his devout, religious spirit and it was this 
spirit that went into all his works.” 


Student Kennedy said, “George Elvey believed that 
mighty cathedrals and profound music should go to- 
gether; that the music should suggest worship just as 
much as soaring naves, springing arches and beautiful 
windows. He desired to make his compositions so genu- 
inely worshipful that a stranger, listening at a distance 
and unable to catch the words, would be compelled to 
say, “That is sacred music!” “In mystery of arch and 
aisle, in splendor of massive towers and tall spires—in 
the towers of York and the spire of Salisbury, in Bach’s 
Mass in B Minor—there is the Kingdom and the Power 
and the Glory.” ' 


There are perhaps other hymns of the Ascension, 
suitable for the occasion which would have appealed to 
‘you. Leaf through the hymnal and see! 


The Choir Director’s Part 
There are many conditions which enter into the 
proper rendering of the hymns. Perhaps your organist 
or choir director would be glad to tell you what he or 
she thinks about giving out the tune, the time or the 
tempo of the different hymns. 


Recently I met a councilman from one of our large 
city churches; I inquired about the organist whom I 
knew. He said to me, “He’s fine and at the church a 
good bit of the time. Do you know that he goes over 
and over those hymns for Sunday, time and again? Now 
you know that isn’t necessary.” Many of you would 
know the organist if I were to mention his name and 
you, too, might say, “It was not necessary.” But know- 
ing his exactness of interpretation, his precision and 
thought, one could understand then why he would go 
over and over the hymns for Sunday. Sometimes, per- 
haps, this has been passed too lightly over by organists, 
choirs and organizations of the church. 
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Source of Hymns 

Have you thought of how many of our hymns are 
translations from Greek, Latin, German; yes, and French 
and Italian sources! The great hymns rise above sec- 
tarian differences and ground themselves in Christian 
truth—they know no boundaries, the criterion being the 
spirit of the hymn, material and content. 

In a pamphlet by Henry E. Jacobs, D:D, Lip 
“What Is a Real Lutheran Hymn?” he says, “Hymns 
which are the common expression of the universal Chris- 
tian faith, and the common Christian consciousness oi 
dependence on God, being largely the fruit of the Holy 
Spirit, can never be confined within the limitations of 
the particular denomination in which they orginate.” 

Of the Hymnal of the Christian Church he says: 
“Like all else that has life, it exhibits the law of growth. 
As there are trees that have stood for centuries, and 
have looked down upon the rise and fall of empires and 
are still green today, so there are hymns that have lost 
none of their adaptability to present conditions, because 
many generations have preceded us in appreciating then. 
They are only the more precious because so many of the 
most devoted Christian people have used them without 
singing them out.” 


April 27, 1941 
Second Sunday after Easter 
EDUCATION IN THE U. L. C. A. 


II Timothy 3:14-17 
Rey. C. P. Harry, D.D., Norristown, Pa. 


Higher Education 

This topic deals with the work of the Colleges, 
Seminaries and the Board of Education of The United 
Lutheran Church in America. Higher education is the 
education received after graduating from high school. 
High school education is “high” compared with grade 
school or “secondary” education. This is “higher.” It 
includes college, university, graduate schools, profes- 
sional schools. 

Numbers 

How many students attend our colleges? 7,873, in- 
cluding the 575 in India, or approximately 7,200 here in 
America. This is not many when we note that there are 
1,800,000 students attending colleges in America. Yet it 
is important for it is part of the number who are re- 
ceiving an education which is frankly placed on a Chris- 
tian basis. Church colleges enroll 400,000. 

In the U. L. C. A. about fifteen out of every one 
hundred Lutheran students attend a Lutheran college. 
The other eighty-five go to other colleges and universi- 
ties. 


Church Colleges 

The Church has colleges because it believes that all 
true education must be centered on God and His Word. 
That is what the Scripture for the topic says and it is 
right. No matter how much technical learning a man 
may have, no matter how cultured in art and science, 
literature and philosophy he may be, if his education and 
his life are not founded on God’s Word, he will not be 
“thoroughly furnished (equipped) for all good works.” 

State Colleges and Universities may not give that 
sort of place to Christianity in their curriculum and ac- 
tivities. We live in a land divided in religion and one 
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in which the State must not interfere wth religion or 
require any particular kind of religion in its people or 
teach it. That is the greatest weakness of American 
political life and the American school and college system. 


U. L. C. A. Colleges 


Students 

Name Location Total Luth. Fo’nded 
Gettysburg Gettysburg, Pa. 647 328 c-0 1832 
Wittenberg Springfield, Ohio 1795 807 c-o 1845 
Roanoke Salem, Va. 500 55 c-O 1853 
Newberry Newberry, S. C. 557 247 c-0 1856 
Susquehanna Selinsgrove, Pa. 339 152 c-o 1858 
Thiel Greenville, Pa. 319 131 c-o 1866 
Mublenberg Allentown, Pa. $11 227 men 1867 
Carthage Carthage, Ill. 340 187 c-0 1870 
agner Staten Island, N. Y. 318 139 c-o 1883 
Midland Fremont, Neb. 544 217 c-o 1887 
Lenoir-Rhyne Hickory, N. C. 799 370 c-o 1891 
Waterloo Waterloo, Ont., Can. 65 16 c-o 1924 
Hartwick Oneonta, N. Y. 449 54 c-0 1928 
Andhra, Christian, Guntur, India 575 186 c-o 1885 
Marion Junior Marion, Va. 115 39 ¢c-o 1873 


These colleges are not controlled by The United 
Lutheran Church in America. They are controlled by 
Synods which compose the United Lutheran Church and 
in that sense are U. L. C. A. colleges. 

Each League should note which of the colleges is 
controlled by the Synod of which the congregation to 
which the League belongs is a part. Which is YOUR 
college? How many students from YOUR League go 
there? Who are they? 


What Do Students At Our Colleges Prepare To Do? 

The answer is that more of our Church college stu- 
dents become teachers than any other profession. Even 
among the men that is true. Second, they become min- 
isters. After that, medicine, engineering, law, etc. It is 
evident that U. L. C. A. colleges’ major work is with 
education itself. They have a marked effect on the teach- 
ing boys and girls will receive. They prepare most of the 
men who become our ministers. This seems a right 
thing for them to do. Few Church colleges can afford 
the elaborate equipment for training in technologies es- 
pecially in view of the comparatively small number enter- 
ing any one special branch of technical training. But 
they do have the opportunity and responsibility of train- 
ing the teachers and the preachers who far more than 
the technicians mould the thought and sentiment, the 
ideals and long-range purposes of America and the 
Church. 


Do U.L. C. A. Colleges Offer Graduate Work? 

Only in a very limited degree. Our colleges furnish 
the basic education for advanced work in other fields. 
They leave that to the universities and technical schools. 


Are Their Credits Good At Universities? 

Yes, with few exceptions the courses taken at our 
colleges are given full credit. In fact, many university 
professors say that the best prepared men they have in 
graduate courses come from U. L. C. A. colleges. 


What About The Eighty-five Percent? Where 
Do They Go and Why? 

Many of them go to colleges nearer home. It has 
been demonstrated many times that most college stu- 
dents go to a college within fifty miles of their homes. 
So there are many Lutherans in Church colleges of other 
churches, as we have many from other churches in our 
colleges. Others go to technical schools and universi- 
ties for college and for graduate work where they have 
facilities for following the courses they wish to take 
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which our colleges do not offer. Some, of course, are 
attracted by friends who have gone to college before 
them or by the influence of a favorite high school teacher. 


Are They Out of the Church Then? 

By no means, The Church is very much alive to 
her great responsibility to her students in college every- 
where. With the exception of Dartmouth there is not 
a college in America where there are more than fifty 
Lutheran students without a Lutheran church nearby 
and a pastor who is charged with the responsibility of 
serving the students in the college. And indeed there 
are very few with less than fifty Lutheran students 
without nearby Lutheran church. 


What Does The College Church Do For Them? 

First, it sends notice to them that it is on the field 
and ready to serve. It usually invites them to a recep- 
tion when they come in the fall to meet the church mem- 
bers, especially the young people, and to renew friend- 
ships made while at college in previous years. 

The Church has a student Bible Class, usually in 
connection with the regular Parish School work on Sun- 
days, though sometimes at another time. 

Students are welcomed at the services. They often 
are invited to sing in the choir, usher, lead in Luther 
League, Boy Scout and other work in the parish. 

The pastor calls on them as he does on other Luth- 
erans who come to town. He is at their service in sick- 
ness and trouble. He is on the campus frequently, often 
as chapel speaker. He attends college events and mingles 
as freely as possible in college life. He is a students’ 
friend and counsellor, 

The Church offers its facilities for student meetings 
and usually sponsors a Lutheran Student Association 


“which in turn is affiliated with the Lutheran Student 


Association of America and sometimes with the Luthe 
League. “ 

Money is raised locally (and allocated by the Board 
of Education of the United Lutheran Church in some 
instances) to assist in student religious work. Students 
on their part contribute to the finances of the local 
church, to mission projects and to their own Lutheran 
Student Association. 


How Is The L. S. A. A. Related To The 
Luther League? 

In the United Lutheran Church there is no connec- 
tion officially. However, many Luther Leaguers become 
active leaders in L. S. A. A. Local Leagues help by 
sending the names of their members going to college 
to the college League or L. S. A. The Executive Com- 
mittee of The Luther League of America has directed 
that there be a close correlation between Luther League 
Young People’s Topics and the Program of L. S. A. A. 


What Can a Luther League Do For 
College Students? 

First of all, by using the program of The Luther 
League of America it can give the best of training in 
Christian faith and life among young people. 

Secondly, notify the Luther League or the Lutheran 
Student Association in the college town when its mem- 
bers go to college. 

Thirdly, send news from home to members away at 
college. 


Twenty-nine 


Fourthly, welcome them when they come back for 
holidays or return after graduation to take up their life 
work, 

Fifthly, help its members at college financially so 
that they may attend the student conferences and par- 
ticipate fully in the Lutheran Student Program. 


U. L. C. A. Seminaries 


Seminary Location Students Founded 
Gettysburg Gettysburg, Pennsylvania 89 1826 
Southern Columbia, South Carolina 25 1830 

amma Springfield, Ohio } 25 1845 
Mt. Airy Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 206 1864 
Chicago Maywood, Illinois 69 1891 
Western Fremont, Nebraska 9 1893 
Canada Waterloo, Ontario, Canada 9 1911 
Saskatoon Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, Canada 11 1913 
Northwestern Minneapolis, Minnesota 41 1920 
India ejetentaey 200 1922 
Japan Tokio 20 1924 


The seminaries, like the colleges, are controlled by 
the Synods. Find out which of the seminaries is the 
one in which your Synod is interested. 

How many men from your congregation are in 
seminary now? Which seminaries do they attend? From 
which did your pastor come? 

The seminaries train the ministers of the Church. 
They are therefore the very center or heart of the 
Church’s life. As the seminaries go, so goes the Church. 


The Board of Education 

The United Lutheran Church set up a Board of 
Education of twenty-one members elected by the Church 
in convention assembled. They serve for terms of six 
years as on other boards of the Church. 

The Board has a staff of four—an Executive Secre- 
tary and three other secretaries, each charged with spe- 
cial duties affecting the educational work of the Church 
and the Church’s students. 

The Board receives a little over 7% of the appor- 
tionment. From this it makes grants of aid to Church 
colleges and seminaries, to congregations working with 
students, to the support of two men giving full time to 
student work, one in Chicago and one in Philadelphia, 
offers fellowships in coordination with synods and other 
bodies in four universities and assists in support of pas- 
tors at others, prints bulletins, folders, promotional ma- 
terial, reports on its findings in church education and 
related fields. 

Without the activities of this Board, the colleges and 
the seminaries, the whole work of the Church would 
cease, for unless the Church educates her leaders she 
will soon be leaderless. The increasingly fine quality of 
the leadership in the Church today attests to the effi- 
ciency of Education in The United Lutheran Church in 
America. 


I am Easter: you have heard my voice 
Throbbing the opening melody of spring. 
In buds, in streams that murcmut, birds that sing. 
In all, rejoicing, that commands, “‘Rejoice!’’ 
I am Easter and your darkened eyes 

Cannot yet hear the radiance of my face 

But in all quickened life, and light, and grace, 
Divinely you feel this that I symbolize 

All that is true and lovely is immortal. 

And though crucified and carried forth 
Eternal April flings aside the poctal 

And gives a buried Jesus back to earth. 

This is my meaning: I am Easter morn, 

The eternal leaves of beauty newly born. 


ve —Auro Smith, Jr. 


Thirty 


SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP 
THIRTY DAYS OF APRIL FOOL 

While seldom mentioned by writers, and never even 
remotely considered a holiday, April lst persists in re- 
maining the one day of the calendar year when it is 
permissible to “befool people.” On this day any moment 
may find us falling prey to some April Fool joke. 

- Back in 1760 these lines were written in “Poor 
Robin’s Almanack.” 

“The ficst of April, some do say, 

Is set apart for All Fool’s Day; 

But why the people call it so 

Nor I, noc they themselves, do know. 
But on this day are people sent 

On pucpose for pure merriment.” 

“Nor I, nor they themselves do know” is as true 
today as it was then. The origin of the day is vague. 
There are records of All Fool’s Day being observed in 
England as early as the 17th Century. The idea is 
thought to have begun in France and the following 
seems to be the most accepted version of its origin: 


Until the time of the adoption of the Gregorian 
Calendar in the 16th Century, March 21st was the begin- 
ning of the New Year. In those days the New Year was 
the signal for a whole week of celebration, and the last 
or eighth day was given over to the exchange of gifts. 


France was the first to adopt the new Gregorian 
Calendar and March 21st was no longer the beginning 
of the New Year, and April lst was discontinued as a 
day for exchanging gifts. However, in those days news 
traveled slowly, and in some sections of the country, 
the old custom continued to exist. Those people who 
continued to exchange gifts on April Ist either through 
ignorance or from a desire to continue old customs, soon © 
became known as April Fools, and thus in France the 
1st day of April gradually developed into a day of fool- 
ing and being fooled. 


The Luther League of America hereby declares the 
month of April thirty days of April Fool. In exchange 
for your gift of a $1.00 Contributing, $5.00 or more Sus- 
taining (or Loyalty), Alumni, Gift or Memorial Mem- 
bership to the Sustaining Membership Fund, it will 
endeavor to give in return, Topic material, helps of all 
kinds for your League, and a stronger Church through 
the spiritual strengthening of its youth. Send your April 
Fool Gift to The Luther League of America, 405 Muh- 
lenberg Building, 1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


MILDRED GARTELMANN 
Chairman, Sustaining Membership Committee, 
Luther League of America 


THE WEAKEST LINK 


We build great universities where youth 

May learn of act and science, beast and bird, 
Yet in these walls of universal truth 

The hallowed name of God may not be heard; 
By force of law, religion must be banned. ° 
The fountain-head of truth must be ignored, 
Leading the youthful mind to understand 

It needs no aid nor guidance from the Lord. 


When life is freighted deep with destiny 

And the young soul is plunged in constant strife 

Can it be short of human tragedy 

That God should be uprooted from his life; 

Why should our colleges outlaw the Master 

When only He can save youth from disaster? 
—Chicago Tribune 
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ILLINOIS 


Twenty young people of the Luther League of Illinois gathered 
at the Church House, 860 N. Wabash Ave., Chicago, on January 18 
for the annual meeting of the Executive Committee. President John 
Dameron, St. Louis, Missouri, presided over both morning and 
afternoon sessions. 

The Treasurer’s report revealed that all obligations toward the 
Luther League of America had been paid except ten dollars for the 
Sustaining Membership. Immediately this amount was ordered paid 
out of the general fund. Growth in the Luther League of Illinois 
was indicated by an excess payment of about fifteen dollars on the 
senior dues account. Miss Ruth Greve, Elgin, is Treasurer. 


The Luther League of Illinois has always met the missionary 
objective of The Luther League of America during the first year of 
the bi-ennium. The quota for the Africa Mission Project was over- 
paid in August, 1940. This practice allows the adoption of a local 
missionary objective. Two years ago one thousand dollars were 
raised for a Student Loan Fund at Carthage College. This year 
the Social Missions Objective has been adopted. The chief emphasis 
placed upon the present endeavor is educational; the second em- 
phasis is missionary, namely, raising $750.00 for the Chicago Inner 
Mission Society and the Nachusa Lutheran Orphanage. 

The Educational Secretary, Miss Martha Cox, Chicago, pre 
sented plans for stimulating, keener interest in the Reading Course. 
A book will be reviewed in the next issue of ‘‘The Herald” and a 
few titles will be made available to all. Leaguers of the organization 
through the loan plan. 

Miss Dorothy L. Richter, General Chairman of the 47th Annual 
Convention to be held at Springfield, presented a detailed and well- 
balanced program for the Convention. The Executive Committee then 
proceeded to approve, alter, substitute, and add until finally the 
program was crystallized in good form more than eight months be- 
fore the date of convening. The theme will be: ‘““We march where 
Thou hast trod.” 

Surely it augurs well for the Church of tomorrow when the 
youth of today take by the helms the work that is theirs. The energy, 
efficiency, interest, and initiative of the leaders in the Luther League 
of Illinois provides visual evidence that they are “Going Forward 
With Christ.” 


PASTOR K. BRUNO NEUMANN 
Promotional Secretary 


THE YOUNG PEOPLE’S WORK OF THE ANDHRA 
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 


We all recognize the concern which the present generation of 
leaders should have for the welfare of the children and the young 
people of this generation who will be the leaders of the future 
church. A church cannot live merely on the strength and genuine- 
ness of its creed or dogmas, but there must be within the church 
many consecrated personalities. When the war broke out, the very 
first action which the beligerant countries have taken was to remove 
the children from the danger zones, The need for special care of 
the young men and children becomes more poignant in these days 
when secularism, atheistic communism, aggressive nationalism in the 
form of fascism are stalking the earth unabashed. These idealogies 
are shaking the hold of religion on Christian youth. The church 
should, therefore, organize itself in such a way as to form the ideas, 
determine the outlook, and mould the lives and characters of the 
young people of the Church. Towards making young men follow 
the example of Christ the church should direct its task. Let me place 
before you a succinct review of the work of the Andhra Evangelical 
Lutheran Church among young people. 


The A. E. L. C. has appointed a General Secretary to be in 
charge of this important phase of our work. The Secretary goes 
about organizing Luther Leagues and Sunday Schools and supervis- 
ing the work among the young people in general. He visits the 
various youth organizations and makes special efforts to place before 
them the lofty ideals of Christian character and exhorts them to be 
steadfast in their loyalty to God, and to serve their church and their 
fellow men, 

In the A. E. L. C. there are about 1,460 societies with a mem- 
bership of 36,249 and about 1,686 Sunday Schools with a member- 
ship of 31,519 Christian pupils and 21,082 non-Christians according 
to the latest statistics of 1939. The work is so immense that one 
general secretary cannot cope with it. There are several secretaries 
to assist him. There are five Synods with in the Church and each 
Synod is composed of various charges. Each Synod has a separate 
committee to look after the work of the young people in its area 
and every charge or taluk has a field secretary appointed by the field 
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church council. In almost every congregation there is a Young 
People’s organization and in some, more than one, to suit the chil- 
dren and young people varying in age. 

The Auxiliary Societies usually hold their meetings on Sundays, 
discuss or receive instruction in topics or lessons prepared by the 
Standing Committee on the Young People’s Work of the A. E. L. C. 
Notes on the topics of the Luther Leagues and Women Samajams 
and the lessons for Sunday Schools are published every month in 
separate booklets. 


Once a year these different auxiliaries meet for a rally. Con- 
ferences and conventions are held to widen the horizon and to enrich 
the spiritual life of the young people. A convention to that effect 
has been arranged to take place in Guntur on the 31st December 
1940, and 1st and 2nd January 1941. 

In this way we try to widen their outlook from the narrow view 
of their own congregation to the wider view of the church at large. 
Many children and young men take great deal of interest when they 
are made to take active part in the programs and in the various 
activities of the Church. It is therefore prudent that the Church 
leaders should keep behind them, take hold of their enthusiasm and 
guide it in the right direction. 

I think it is not out of place to mention the second session of 
the Youth Conference of the Lutheran Federation, held at the Red 
Hills, Madras, under the able leadership of Dr. J. B. Williams. The 
main theme of the Conference was ‘‘Loyalty To Jesus,” and addresses 
were delivered by some of the gifted leaders of the Church on the 
various aspects of the theme. Such conferences have many values. 
They bring together the Constituent Bodies of the Lutheran Federa- 
tion so that oneness is impressed upon them in a practical way. 
They help a better mutual understanding and provide opportunities 
for friendships. The questions and discussions were dealt with from 
the point of observations, experiences of various churches and all 
these are pooled for common guidance and benefit. From the lives 
of great missionaries we learn that such conferences have changed 
their lives. 

On behalf of the Youth Organizations of the Andhra Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church in India, the writer expresses his profound 
thankfulness for the gracious gift of $300 which the Luther League 
of the mother Church in America has sent through Dr. P. M. Kin- 
ports toward the maintenance of the Youth Work in India. We 
pray that God may bless them abundantly and their gifts may bring 
forth fruit a hundred fold in bettering and enriching the spiritual 
lives of the Youth in India. 

(Signed) B. C. PETER 
General Secretary, Young People’s Work 
and Auxiliaries of the A. E. L. C. 


CENTRAL PENNSYLVANIA SYNOD 


As an innovation to Leaguers of the Central Pennsylvania Synod 
the third annual convention will be held at Camp Nawakwa, the 
Lutheran Leadership Training Camp in Adams County, near Bigler- 
ville. The dates are Sunday, Monday and Tuesday, August 24, 25 
and 26. 


Preliminary plans for the sessions were made at a recent meet- 
ing of the convention committee which includes: President Kenneth 
W. Dry, Lemoyne; Vice-President Earl Davis, Upper Darby; Mrs. 
Mary Heil Hammersla, Harrisburg, Life Service Secretary; Rev. 
Herbert G. Kline, Shrewsbury, Intermediate Secretary; Mrs. Edna 
Stricker King, Lemoyne, Executive Secretary; and George K. Keet, 
Jr., Shiremanstown, Publicity Secretary. 

The registration for the three-day convention will be $6.00 per 
delegate and visitor, with $1.00 payment required in advance and 
the balance to be paid in camp. The convention theme, ‘‘Faith 
Under Fire,” has been divided into the following sub-themes: Edu- 
cation—“‘An Understanding Faith For Today;’’ Missionary—‘‘Shar- 
ing Our Faith Today;” and Life Service—‘A Witnessing Faith 
Today.” Rev. Marshall E. Brenneman, pastor of Trinity Lutheran 
Church, Mechanicsburg, and Associate Director of Camp Nawakwa, 
has accepted the invitation to serve as Chaplain. Alvin H. Schaediger, 
Weehawken, N. J., President of The Luther League of America, will 
be the convention ‘“keynoter” on Sunday, August 24. 


In addition to the spiritual benefits from such a meeting the 
Central Penn Leaguers will be offered various forms of recreation, 
including tennis, swimming, hiking, shuffle boards, etc. Open air 
services and camp-fires will be included in the program. 


Plan your summer vacation mow! Enjoy the facilities of Camp 
Nawakwa with your fellow Luther Leaguers! It will pay you to 
attend the convention! Don’t forget the dates—August 24, 25 and 26. 
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SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 


Can it be almost two years already since hundreds of Leaguers were 
our hosts at Long Beach? Some of the Southern California 
Leaguers will renew friendships at Kitchener. 


Activities of the District are moving ahead nicely. Sustaining Mem- 
bership quota given boost by a Contributing Membership for 
each District pastor. Thirty-nine out of forty-five dollars quota 
paid. 

Leaguers gathered at St. Paul’s Church, Los Angeles, on February 
23rd, for February convention, Dean McClung of the University 
of Southern California College of Commerce, spoke. 


Initiated two new Leagues at February District meeting: St. Paul’s, 
Monica, Rev. C. Holand, pastor; and Senior League, First 
Church, Glendale, California, Rev. J. P. Beasom, pastor. 


First Church to adopt three age groupings in Glendale. They have 
a Young Peoples, Senior and Intermediate League. 

Only a few more dollars needed to reach our quota for Africa, Per- 
haps by now it is reached. 


Real interest being manifested by Leaguers in the 50th Anniversary 
celebration of California Synod in May, 1941. 


New local League presidents met on February 18th for Worker’s 
Conference. 


Interest running high in seven team, District Basketball League. 


Almost didn’t get this in on time. 
HOWARD L. LOGAN 


PITTSBURGH SYNOD 

Branch No. 3 met January 10th, at Calvary Church, Natrona 
Heights. Rev. O. W. Carlson of First Church, Butler, brought the 
message of the evening on “Epiphany. Meditations,” setting forth 
the idea that Christianity is not a monument to be erected and then 
forgotten, but rather that it is a movement to which all should give 
themselves completely in order to meet the challenge of the Epiphany 
Season. The Luther League Missionary Objective was voted $20.00. 

Branch No. 4 held its annual banquet at Mt. Calvary Church, 
McKees Rocks, on Lincoln’s Birthday, with Attorney Robbin B. 
Wolfe, one of our good Lutheran laymen, as speaker. 


Messiah, Homestead Park, tells of an interesting and profitable 
meeting they had recently, the topic for discussion being, ‘““A Boy’s 
Idea of an Ideal Girl and a Girl’s Opinion of an Ideal Boy,” the 
males giving their views, and the females, their criticisms. 

Emanuel, Bellevue, reports a membership contest, which netted 
a gain of four new members and the return of several of the old 
ones. The first Sunday of each month this League has a supper 
meeting. After the repast, instead of using the regular League topic, 
the members study one chapter of the book, “'Youth’s Faith In 
Action,’ under the leadership of their Pastor, Rev. G. L. Himmel- 
man. 

RUTH E. BEYER, Publicity Secretary 


MINISTERIUM OF PENNSYLVANIA 
On To Hazleton via Canada! 


Only as we observe ‘Always Christ’s Way” shall we experience 
“The Abiding Christ.”” The former, ‘‘Always Christ’s Way,’ will 
be the theme for the 23rd Biennial Convention of The Luther League 
of America at Kitchener-Waterloo, Ontario, Canada, July 3rd to 
7th, while the latter, ‘‘The Abiding Christ,’’ will be the theme for 
the second annual convention of the Ministerium Luther League at 
Hazleton, Pa., July 23, 24, 25, 1941. Regardless which way you 
look at it, the slogan for Ministerium Luther Leaguersf or 1941 is 
“On To Hazleton via Canada”—‘“‘The Abiding Christ” via “Always 
Christ’s Way.” 

On To Hazleton via Canada! 


The annual mid-winter rally of the Allentown Conference was 
held at Holy Trinity, Bethlehem, on Wednesday, February 19th. 
The principal speaker for the occasion was Rev. Walter Williams, 
Friedensville, with Rev. Benjamin Lotz, pastor loci, as liturgist. An 
enjoyable fellowship period followed the service. 


The second annual convention of the Danville Conference will 
be held May 17th, at St. Luke’s Church, Sunbury. 


The First Anniversary of the formation of the German Confer- 
ence was observed with a special service at St. Paulus Church, 
Philadelphia, on January 12th, with 114 Leaguers present. Rev. 
W. F. Herrmann, D.D., pastor of Immanuel Lutheran, Philadelphia, 
was the principal speaker. The service was conducted by the 
Spiritual Advisor of the German Conference Luther League, Rev. 
M. O. Dietrich, pastor of Friedens Church, Philadelphia, The serv- 
ice was followed by a fellowship period. 


The second annual Worker’s Conference of the Lancaster Con- 
ference was held at Trinity Church, Lancaster, on January 27th. 
The Conference League also conducted Lenten broadcasts over the 
Lancaster station. 


The Spring convention of the Philadelphia Conference will be 
held Thursday Evening, May Ist, in Immanuel Lutheran, West 
Philadelphia, Rev. Henry C. Cornehlsen, Jr., pastor. The convention 
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will open with a fellowship dinner at 6:30 P. M. and will close with 
a Vesper Service. 


The Philadelphia Conference is planning to entertain the 1943 
convention of the Ministerium Luther League. In order to raise 
funds to entertain the convention, the conference League is sponsor- 
ing a play at the Hedgerow Theatre, Moylan, Pa., on April 23rd. 


Recognizing the Luther League’s interest in the social work 
of the Church, the Philadelphia Conference embarked on a new 
Christian adventure on February 7th. Beginning the first weekend 
in February, a team of eight young men and women have been living 
each weekend, extending from Friday evening, through Sunday, at 
the Lutheran Settlement House in Philadelphia. The Leaguers 
share in the household duties, visit homes in the neighborhood, meet 
with groups at the Settlement, paint chairs, develop a vacant lot into 
a playground, worship together and hold services in the homes of 
shut-ins. The project is labeled “Work Camp.” A small fee of $1.50 
for lodging is required of each camper. 


438 Luther Leaguers, representing the Philadelphia and German 
Conferences of the Ministerium and the Philadelphia District of the 
Central Pennsylvania Synod, gathered in the dining room of Straw- 
bridge and Clothier on February 13th to enjoy the 20th annual 
Live Wire Dinner. The main speaker for the occasion was Rev. 
Charles F. Trunk of Phoenixville. Other principals participating in 
the festivities included Harry Hodges as toastmaster and William 
Patrick, Jr., as song leader. 


FRANCIS K. KLINE, Publicity Chairman 


WHY I BECAME A TEACHER 

I shall never forget the difficult time I had in decid- 
ing what I was going to do in life. My father was a 
peculiar old man. He felt that everybody ought to know 
when he was fifteen years old. When I saw him picking 
the lovely blades of corn, I would say, “I must be a 
farmer.” When I rode to town and saw the bridges, I 
would say, “I have to be an architect or builder.” My 
uncle was a Baptist preacher and when I saw how much 
his congregation liked him, I said, “I have just got to be 
a preacher.” I had another uncle for whom I was named, 
who was a country doctor. When I would ride around 
with him and see how he was adored, I would say, “I 
just must be a doctor.” 


Then I wanted above everything else to write a 
book. Oh, I had a thousand things I wanted to do; I 
couldn’t decide. Before my graduation in June, Father 
wrote me in April, “You must decide before June.” He 
wrote me a letter 103 pages long. I have it yet. Then I 
took all the arguments for the seven things he said he 
thought I might be and wrote them down on a piece of 
cardboard, and I tried to put them in parallel columns. 

Then, being religious, I knelt down, with the shades 


’ drawn, and I tried to decide what I was going to be. 


I wanted to be a lawyer; I wanted to be an architect; 
I wanted to write my book. 


About that time the shade fluttered and the light 
came in and there seemed to be a voice that said, “Would 
you like to do them all?” I said, “I would.” “I can tell 
you how to do every one of them.” I said, “How?” 

“Just be a teacher. Some boy will write your book. 
It will be better than any book you ever thought of. 
Some girl will paint your picture, and another will give 
it veracity. Somebody else will be the doctor, and some- 
body else will be the lawyer. Just be a teacher.”—Willis 
A. Sutton, Superintendent of Schools, Atlanta, Georgia. 


“What is the blackest thing in the world? Not jet, 
nor ebony, nor the raven’s plume. The blackest thing in 
the world is said to be the blight at the heart of a flower, 
when it is stricken with death. So the blackest thing in 
the moral universe is sin at the center of a soul, spread- 
ing corruption through man’s whole nature.”—Selected. 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


Financia Reports 


April finds us one-fourth on the way in 1941. 
Give attention to the financial status of your 
State or Synodical League. Are your quotas be- 
ing fully realized? Especially do we call atten- 
tion to the Missionary Project. Only three more 


months to go! 


1941 DUES REPORT 
February 28, 1941 


League Billed 
Worthermy California <cecs. sis sot ee voce ; $34.00 
Southern California ..... Fee oth ys cto vcrase etek 92.00 
Columbia District ..... ese orete erase ota: Mane oke 5 34.00 
Connecticut Rletatarerete eiciove =) © Ria eleteitar 98.00 
713 En, ecg Oger Oe er aleieiiata ace seal ate Reon ae 
Georgia-Alabama ...... Ye Se Sbar seta sre aMenecsiers : 
lincis Pipe a oh RPO eee hE eee Ie eh 297.50 
Pinel sctty Semen eters ofa(cte's/ cies te .ecie e's wise wince a sieikie 6 143.75 
Rab Onrae Watery sc bia.c clals ws retciscaYolatetate alam eierns 189.25 
PRC ANISAS HMRI Tae rele i were chai! s\ asin) ois. sesh coat fol spa so tate 143.50 
i—Kentucky-Tennessee Brohstete ehaverenete revere! aieters 49.25 
Maryland ...... pales AP AA CODED O nO 3 360.50 
Michigan ....... Baer caress vereuie eae piel 93.50 
A MIA WES Es aise = nls oicisi sic sie bis so e'eis ais «viele 100.00 
PRES INES CDI oai> <0'.s.0°s)a)e eisisisrs'e 155.50 
MEISSISSIPD Lies tiele see's eco 16.25 
Nebraska 112.50 
New Lee ae 141.75 
New York 718.75 
North Carolina ; 884.75 
Ohio? Bethe cts. ates Aan Ce 372.00 
Pacific, Northwest ......5.6:..200 eeeiseree 48.50 
Pennsylvania : 
Central Pennsylvania ed ete nea Salas wreraese ys 875.00 
MYinistervant 62.0 s.0se.cs 50 1,560.00 
Pittsburgh .... 449.75 
2—Rocky Mountain 40.00 
South Carolina .... 467.75 
SPR AS MaMe RT iote tyes wiecivefs c.clers « ajessiecsis 85.50 
RVC ISISAMEE ME ete isc ey ciets: «ates crest atcinerme 453.25 
West Virginia ........--seeeees Paiwcte 65.50 
NV SSCOUSIN There eos aise ow. c.c's:s ayes oyei ais eis 78.50 
$8,332.75 
AFRICA MISSION PROJECT 
February 28, 1941 
League Quota Senior 
Worthern California .........+.. $50.00 $25.00 
Southern California ........:.% 150.00 145.88 
€olumbia District ........0..<% 65.00 
Connecticut Batriiieaie seals é 100.00 48.95 
ioridateser ces.cus » aiste e'shaleielanctaisie 50.00 27.85 
Georgia-Alabama ..........0+06 130.00 75.00 
Bee TIN OIG ED so 4 5,0,010:5:0:5:0 Siete 330.00 353.50 
Gnidiand Speke ce <6 Batete Pais letstcate ce 175.00 140.00 
5—Iowa ...... Beate tale cvsisievere viararele 125.00 156.76 
GK AT BAN leis ate 0's oo nie\sidle 6:8 sini 140.00 142.25 
8—Kentucky-Tennessee Soecacn 70.00 81.05 
Maryland .......secseeeeesnees 520.00 448.39 
AULT CHI Garam ias oe so ieiernve/ abe s.j0 feel 125.00 98.93 
GE CE) <a ee 135.00 60.64 
Minnesotay Gece sss:« Senos Pe ticil 115.00 63.29 
UR ISSIS SS enetn ts ar vic 6 os = see's" « evene 30.00 12.50 
7—Nebraska ........ Visltnataateree 100.00 100.00 
RN CW OLSOY: oi sia cisie.e's tise ces 195.00 203.01 
EWU NGC cic tie e.s.s vie sca d'e scene 720.00 620.00 
Par enmarotnial 4 ces e'cleaisie + ciclaa aie 1,100.00 349.15 
Bie OBS oie aie ied aye ny oie ke 8 555.00 575.30 
Paciic Northwest) 2... viecavees 90.00 62.78 
Pennsylvania: 
Central Pennsylvania ...... -. 1,065.00 716.47 
AVceriS EP RUCETN cts 5 wlai:de. slate sie is, o/ 2,150.00 1,133.86 
PAE CB SEITE TTD Me rely Soe nie'e 6.9. o-oo sno 655.00 160.84 
Rocky Mountain ........... ted 40.0 
PROMLW ALONG Upc psec vals s ste 640.00 274.26 
PLAS Wee etre te aly. 5 slant oa diay wists S 180.00 80.81 
SAY SCAN ohsyals. <9 :4a(/alexs:e1ain: 6: ons . 505.00 20.55 
4—West Virginia ........ pivemiers 55.00 46.00 
Dom WWIECOMRIE 15. vic 'e wie ges wes ; 80.00 173.61 
Fiteredints Rally—-Long Beach 
Pannds veies <c.. ae stove tetaliecerah ata et 114.39 
MNSSCOMANGOWS, | coven ks.cice sere ase « 12.83 
OEE SV ECH OMIT oe (acto, 3 9 ase rain cain oc 6-8 30.00 
Nebraska Midwest —Special Off’g 13.71 
SETInity, (Saskatoon .6v0es sec cces 7.00 
$10,440.00 $6,582.56 
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Paid 


58.08 
213.00 
20.75 


$774.13 


Inter. 


$479.15 


SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
February 1 to February 28, 1941 


Alumni 
Total Gift 
League Quota Paid Sust. Cont. Mem’l 
Northern California... $20.00 
1—So. California ... 45.00 $48.00 $10.00 $38.00 
Columbia District .. 20.00 
Connecticut ..... eee D000 6.00 1.00 5.00 
loriday ies ais ties ay es es-00 
Georgia-Alabama ... 55.00 18.00 5.00 3.00 10.00 
Viltioiseyteistere ns a! sle -» 145.00 7.00 2.00 5.00 
Undiariannes sist clears ciceu 70:00 
OWA Tis ial eia'eelercute cis 90-00 2.00 2.00 
Kansas. sicrevsslevs'a see 70.00 6.00 5.00 1.00 
Kentucky-Tennessee . 25.00 
Maryland 7)... esi - 175.00 17.00 15.00 2.00 
Michigan acess cies ce 45.00 5.00 5.00 
Midwest t.cus wets ee 50.00 
Minnesota .......... 75.00 
Mississippi ...... sere 10200 
ébraskay tine cece ae 55.00 3.10 3.10 
New Jersey ...... «- 70.00 12.00 5.00 7.00 
New: York fenccssice 345.00 47.00 30.00 2.00 15.00 
Nove Carolina oe» 425.00 1.00 1.00 
Mise b oa wipes evane sey 190.00 15.00 15.00 
Pacific Northwest 25.00 3.00 3.00 
Pennsylvania : 
Central Penna. 420.00 88.00 17.50 70.50 
Ministerium ...... 750.00 77.50 47.50 15.00 15.00 
Pittsburgh! scseee a: 215.00 7.00 5.00 2.00 
Rocky Mountain 20.00 5.00 5.00 
South Carolina saniseeco.00 7.00 5.00 2.00 
Mexagy citar streniere ct 45.00 
Virginia) h..cos sewn. 225.00 4.00 4.00 
West Virginia ...... 30.00 1.00 1.00 
Wisconsin © 5..5660+< 40.00 
Canada oes veces 3.00 3.00 
Executive Committee 5.00 5.00 
Sigel oie edesosan 77.75 57.75 5.00 15.00 
$465.35 $217.75 $172.60 $75.00 


SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP FUND REPORT 


February, 1941 


NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA, total 40 

Dr. Ezra V. Thorpe 

First Luther League, Glendale 

Arthur R. Templar 

Tillie Wilts 

Wendall Larsen 

Trinity Luther League, Pasadena 
COLUMBIA DISTRICT 


CONNECTICUT, total 2 


Rey. Carl Storek, by First Luther League, Norwich 


Frieda Philipp 
FLORIDA 


GEORGIA-ALABAMA, total 5 
Virginia Roesel 


ILLINOIS, total 3 


Alvin Hobik, by North Austin Senior Luther League, Chicago 


INDIANA 

IOWA, total 2 

KANSAS, total 2 
KENTUCKY-TENNESSEE 


MARYLAND, total 6 
E, Margaret Tripp 


St. John’s Intermediate Luther League, Hagerstown 


MICHIGAN, total 1 
MIDWEST 
MINNESOTA 
MISSISSIPPI ° 
NEBRASKA 


NEW JERSEY, total 8 
Irmgard Mehl 
NEW YORK, total 9 
Verna Vogt 
NORTH CAROLINA, total 1 
OHIO, total 3 
St. John’s Luther League, Zanesville 
First Luther League, Beach City 
PACIFIC NORTHWEST, total 3 
Carl Paul 
Leroy Grinder 
Beatrice Griffiths 


Thirty-three 


PENNSYLVANIA: 

Central Pennsylvania, total 71 
Belding B. Slifer, Jenkintown 
Glenn Rudisill 
Marguerite Barr MacClain 
Mary L. Harlowe 
Mrs. L. A. Wenrick 
Mr. and Mrs. Albert J. Bitner 
Jeanette Sharpe 
Rev. C. C. Sellers 
Philadelphia District Luther League 
Ruth Kemper 
John L. R. Schiding 
Lester M. Seiders 
Earl Bricker 
Ruth Heckaman 

Ministerium, total 26 
Peter P. Hagan 
Bert Stracker 
Mrs. James F. Lambert, by St. Paul’s Luther League, 

Catasauqua 
Philadelphia Conference Luther League 
Earl C. Punchard 
Ruth L. Punchard 
Ruth Elaine Punchard 
Pittsburgh, total 3 
Rev. Wm. E. Claney 
Mrs. Caroline C. Urban 
ROCKY MOUNTAIN, total 2 
SOUTH CAROLINA, total 3 
TEXAS 
VIRGINIA, total 4 

Ann Moyer 

Mrs. Mary E. Ely 

Anna Belle Shumate 

W. Clarence Harr 
WEST VIRGINIA, total 1 
WISCONSIN 


CANADA, total 3 


ETERNAL EASTER 
(Continued from Page 9) 
“Its ringing carries me to chutch 
And through its portals wide, 
To place me there in memory, 
With loving friends inside. 
I seem to heat the preaching, 
The choit and all the cest, 
Till perfect peace enfolds me 
And by slumber I am blest.” 

“Carries me to church.” His long, useful life was 
laid before him. Fifty years had been spent in God’s 
service. Thirty years had been spent in the foreign lands 
beyond the seas and he only returned to his native land 
when his health broke down. After becoming stronger 
he served twenty more years for his Master in his home- 
land and it was only the last few years that he had not 
been in active service. But his heart was still young and 
willing. 

“And so I love the dear old bell; 
Its mission seems to be, 

Now that I cannot get to church, 
To bring the church to me. 

I live with hope from when it rings 
To hear it ting again, 

‘And in my every prayer I say, 
‘God bless the bell! Amen.*”’ 


Yes, its mission had been accomplished. His dear 
patient mother, who loved to hear it so, had passed on 
to her glory. His faithful wife and helper had also been 
called to her rest and now was waiting for him in the 
Great Beyond. “God bless the bell, Amen, Amen.” 

The bells had ceased ringing and the room was si- 
lent. His study door opened quietly. 

“Father, dear, are you ready for church?” asked his 
daughter kindly. “And you have not had any break- 
fast, have you?” 


Thirty-four 


“No, daughter, I do not care for any breakfast to- 
day,” answered the quiet old man softly. “I have had 
plenty of food.” 

“John will be around with the car soon, dear. Is 
not this a glorious Easter Sunday?” 

“Yes, my child, it is wonderful. It is altogether too 
beautiful to be shut up in a car. I prefer to walk today, 
it is not too far for me,’ and he smiled lovingly up at 
her. 

She stooped and gently kissed his high white fore- 
head. “Just as you wish, father dear,’ she answered as 
she quietly left the room. 

He arose, and after attending to a few small things 
took his hat and cane and left the house. 

O, how wonderful to be alive on such an Easter 
Day! He walked along briskly, erect, a grand old man 
for his age. Spring was very early this year and as he 
passed along he observed everything around him. He 
delighted in the beauty of the flowers that were already 
in bloom; he noted the tender green of the tiny leaves 
on the trees and the deep blue of the morning sky; he 
drank in the warmth of the sunlight and filled his lungs 
with the mild, fresh spring air; he listened with joy to 
the caroling of the birds and repeated to himself, “God 
is good.” 

Finally he reached his church. Already the great 
organ was pealing forth the Easter message in sweet 
tones inviting all who heard to come within and wor- 
ship. Reverently and with bared head he entered. He 
had almost reached his accustomed place when Mr. Long 
came from the front and taking his arm led him up to 
the rostrum saying, “You must be our guest of honor 
today. Will you kindly make the opening prayer?’ He 
consented gladly and took the honor seat. 

How beautiful all was! Lilies, flowers and greens 
decorated the large church; the vested choir, with its 
hundred or more voices, looked so happy; the eager faces 
of the audience, as they drank in and appreciated the 
beautiful music and the bright morning sunlight shining 
through the large stained windows enveloping all in a 
soft, warm radiance; all this made a picture not easily 
forgotten. 

How the hearts were touched by the stirring words 
of the prayer by Grandfather Wayne! He poured forth 
his very soul to his God in praise. 

How the choir sang! It just made its message in 
song be felt by all. Every heart was thrilled. 

And that wonderful sermon, bringing clearly to all. 
the hearers a picture of that first blessed Easter Day! 

The services were over. There was no talking. Peo- 
ple whose hearts were filled to overflowing with the 
wonderful Easter thoughts, were quietly leaving the 
church. 

But in the honor chair Grandfather Wayne was still 
sitting. The softened sunlight was resting on his silvered 
head as though in benediction. His head was resting on 
his hand as though in silent prayer. 

Mr. Long touched him gently but getting no re- 
sponse raised his head and peered rather anxiously into 
his face. What he saw there caused him hastily to lay 
his hand over his heart. It was silent. A physician was 
quickly summoned but to no avail. 

His soul had taken flight and was rejoicing in the 
eternal Easter above-—Exchange. 
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I am the DOOR, 
None other can there be. 
He that would enter heaven 

Must come by Me, 

I suffered death and bore 

Sin’s weight, 

I am the Door. 


I am the WAY, 
The only way to heaven. 
He who would journey thence 
Must be forgiven, 
My cross by night, by day, 
Proclaims 
I am the Way. 


I am the TRUTH. 
Canst Thou My Word receive? 
“The truth shall make thee free,” 
And thou shalt live. 
For old age, and for youth, 
For all, 
I am the Truth. 


And I am LIGHT, 
I manifest man’s sin; 
And when he owns his state, 
I enter in. 
Where darkness was, the bright 
Light shines. 
I am the Light. 


And I am LOVE. 
I shed on Calvary 
My own life’s blood, to wash 
Man’s sin away. 
Yea, *twas his need did move 
My heatt, 
For I am Love. 


Yea, I am LIFE. 
Who trusts in Me, Ill give 
Him life. ““Though he were dead, 
Yet shall he live.” 
Here endeth death and strife: 
For aye, 
I am the Life. 


, 


“Some folks,” said the colored deacon, “go to church 
with a pitchfork, and they pitch a little piece of the 
sermon first at one acquaintance and then at another, 
until there is none left for themselves; and then they 
find fault with the preacher. I like to see people take 
a rake with them to church, and draw up all the little 
bits that do them good and take them home with them. 
Those who do that always hear a good sermon” 


SOME QUOTABLE QUOTES 


“T attend church when I can, and do for the church 
what I can, because I believe in it. I have found noth- 
ing in my religion that has interfered with my progress 
for a single moment. I have never been held back from 
a single opportunity. It has been my source of inspira- 
tion and strength and comfort, and I should be an in- 
grate and a fool to desert it now. Criticised, derided, 
belittled, ridiculed and mocked as it is, the churth stands 
for all that is finest in our thoughts. It is still the 
mother of our greatest sons and daughters.’”—Edgar A. 
Guest. 
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“Slowly, through all the universe, that temple of 
God is being built. Wherever, in any world, a soul by 
free-willed obedience, catches the fire of God’s likeness, 
it is set into the growing walls, a living stone. When, 
in your hard fight, in your tiresome drudgery, or in your 
terrible temptation, you catch the purpose of your be- 
ing and give yourself to God, you give him a chance to 
make you a living stone. Wherever souls are being tried 
and ripened, in whatever commonplace and homely ways, 
there God is hewing out the pillars of His temple.” 

—Phillips Brooks 


“Twelve shipwrecked men were laboring in heavy 
seas in an overloaded boat when one of the seamen, in 
order to lighten the boat deliberately sprang overboard. 
The rest were saved. For which of the eleven did the 
sailor give his life? If Christ died for all, He died for 
each; for no one more than another, and no one omitted. 
The sun shines for nineteen hundred millions of man- 
kind, but I know that it shines for me, and would to- 
morrow morning if not another soul survived on the 
globe. So Christ loved me and gave Himself for me.” 

—A,. T. Pierson 


“It the problems of prayer have become so dark 
and heavy to you that the words freeze on your lips, 
then pray in your distress for the Spirit of Prayer. He 
will solve the deepest mysteries of prayer by revealing 
to you that the more helpless you are the better you are 
fitted to pray and the more answers to prayer you will 
experience.” —Exchange. 


MESSIAH LUTHERAN, The Friendly Church 


Sixteenth and Jefferson Sts. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
Ross H. Stover, D.D., LL.D., S.T.D. 
9:00 A. M.—Early Morning Service 
10:00 A. M.—Sunday School 
11:00 A. M.—Morning Service (WDAS) 
6:30 P. M.—Luther Leagues 
7:30 P. M.—Evening Service (WDAS) 


7:30 P. M.—Thursday Night (WDAS) 
Dr. Stover’s Books, 
United Lutheran Publication House 


“How Shall I Say It?” or “The Art of Public Speaking,” $1.00 
“What Do We Know About Life After Death?” $1.00 
“T’ll Tell You Why I Am a Protestant,” 25 cents 
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Bui ding Christian Leadership 


Throughout it. near- 
century of service 


ROANOKE 
COLLEGE 


has furnished notable 
leaders in the work of 
the Christian Church 


Beng hrisanLeadersio 


te 
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: ©) 
Roanoke College is proud of its Alumni and 
Student Church Leaders 


oP 


+ 


<< 


Pictured above are Dr. Oscar Blackwelder, Class of ’17, pastor of the Lutheran 
Church of Reformation, Washington, D. C., who is acknowledged to be one of the coun- 
try’s outstanding preachers, and Kenneth Harper, a junior in college, vice-president of Y 
the Virginia Synod Luther League. oy 


SHG 


Today Roanoke College continues to train enlightened ministerial and lay leaders  @Q& 
for Christian citizenship. Present in all of its work is an emphasis on Christian funda- 


WSASASIS 


> _‘mentals, whether the student is taking work leading to an A.B. or B.S. degree in arts > 
9 and sciences or whether he is in the pre-professional fields of medicine, dentistry, engi- < 
#8 


neering, pharmacy, or law. 


The four-year college of the Lutheran Synod 


|| of Virginia. Member Southern Association |e 38 
of Colleges and Secondary Schools. 99th yeat. 
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THE BALTIMORE MOTHERHOUSE 


” ‘Trains Young Women for the 


DEACONESS CALLING 
AND OFFERS COURSES FOR 
GENERAL CHRISTIAN WORKERS 


Send For Literature and Particulars 
THE LUTHERAN DEACONESS MOTHERHOUSE 
AND TRAINING SCHOOL 


Address: 2500-2600 W. North Ave. Baltimore, Md. 


FIRST PLACE xa. NATION! 


Goes to Wittenberg College for producing 
the best view-book according to. judges of 
the American College Publicity Association 


More than 400 American universities and colleges are repre- 
sented in that association, and Wittenberg’s was best in 1940 


If you are a student who should go to Wittenberg 
College, or if you know of a student who should 
go here, send in name to receive a copy of this 
prize-winning publication. 


Address request to 


President Rees Edgar Tulloss, Ph.D., D.D., LL.D. 
Wittenberg College, Springfield, Ohio 


_ Gettysburg College 


FOUNDED 1832 


Oldest Lutheran College in America 


Gettysburg College possesses an able Faculty made up 
of Christian men who are vitally concerned with 
the building of character as the fundamental 
thing in modern education. 


Locattd in the midst of the world- 
famous Battlefield of Gettysburg 


For Catalogue and Book of Views, Address: 
HENRY W. A. HANSON, D.D., LL.D., President 


Muhlenberg College 


ALLENTOWN, PA. 


A standard liberal arts college of the highest grade, ap- 
proved by The Association of American Universities, A 
strong scholarly faculty. Excellent preparation for those who 
will enter the study of Theology, Medicine, Dentistry, Law, 
Teaching, and Business. New buildings and equipment. 


For catalogue and information, write to: 


Levering Tyson, Litt.D., LL.D, - - - - 
Harry A. Benfer, A.M. OT PED Ede) 4 OR 


President 
Registrar 


Susquehanna University 


(Co-educational) Selinsgrove, Pa. 
G. Morris Smith, A.M., D.D., President 
AN ACCREDITED COLLEGE 
Stressing Quality in the Heart of Pennsylvania 
A Growing Faculty of Superior Qualifications 
Trained at America’s Outstanding Graduate Schools 
High Moral Tone Spiritual Values Emphasized 
A.B., B.S. and Mus.B. Degrees 
An Accredited Conservatory of Music 
For Catalogue write 


Russell Galt, Ph.D. 
Dean 


NEWBERRY COLLEGE 


NEWBERRY, SOUTH CAROLINA 


Owned and Controlled by the Lutheran Synods of South 
Carolina, Georgia-Alabama, and Florida 
Fully accredited, offering A.B. and B.S. degrees with 
majors in eight fields of concentration, — : 
Special training in Liberal Arts, Music, Business, 2 
by sebone for Medicine, Law, Theology, Engineering. 
Well-rounded and adequate program of student activities, 
Personal attention to the individual student. 4 
Mild winter climate in the healthful Piedmont section 
of the state. 
Very reasonable expenses 
For Catalogue, Write JAMES C. KINARD, President 


MARION COLLEGE 


RUE 


A lutheran College 
For Young Women 
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LIBERAL ARTS 
PRE-LIBRARY 
PRE-NURSING 
PRE-JOURNALISM 
PRE-SOCIAL WORK 


Happy home and social life in atmosphere of Southern culture 


H. J. RHYNE, President 


Accredited Junior College and last two years of High 
School in famous “blue grass” region of Virginia 


EDUCATION 

BUSINESS EDUCATION 
HOME ECONOMICS 
MUSIC 

SPEECH 
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EHSTER BOOK MAAS | 


SOLID COPPER—HAMMERED BY HAND 


Illustration shows book-clip to match and the method of attaching 
to book. Fine grade of silk cord is used for connecting the book- 
roark and clip. The book-mark is hammered by hand on edges and is 
made from solid copper, burnished and lacquered. 


EACH BOOK-MARK IS MOUNTED IN A SPECIALLY 
DESIGNED EASTER FOLDER 
35 Cents Each or Three for $1.00 


Designs may be assorted 


BIBLE BOOK MAAS //eos 


With Luther 


Cross With Luther League emblem League 


instead of A \ 
IHS Wesig n i 
No. 105 


ILLUSTRATED BELOW ay 


THIS BOOK MARK 
is very nice to place in Easter Flowers 
for sick and shut-in folks. Name of 
Church can be written on reverse side. 


THIS BOOK MARK ie 


is very; nice to give to each te 
tending your Easter Sunrise Service or 
some other special Easter service, ; 


A TIMELY EASTER GIFT 


Heavy, Special Finish 
Cardboard, with Luther 
League Emblem in 
Blue Ink. 


A SPLENDID SOUVENIR _ 


f Cents Per 1 () 1 
UU postraip | UU 
iy 

Cash MUST Accompany 
Order 4 

(No less than 100 sold) — 


Sample Cheerfully Sent 
on Receipt of a 3 Cent 
Stamp for Postage. 


Illustration Shows Actual Size of the Book Mark 


The Luther Pre 5s 
Everything in Luther League Supplen 


429-437 HERR STREET 
HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 


Trinity Lutheran Church 


SPRINGFIELD, MASS. 


For 75 cents additional (minimum charge) 
we will pont your CHURCH OR YOUR 
LEAGU ’S NAME on reverse side, any 
quantity up to 200. Additional hundreds, 20 
cents per hundred. 


